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Introduction

It is important to incorporate Public Health into Emergency Management because all disasters have public health components. Public Health is not the only aspect that should be considered though. Other fields of study can bring new mindsets with creative ideas on how to solve problems or improve situations. Furthermore, to ensure that the students will be as prepared as possible for future tasks, field work is essential and reinforces what they learn in class. Events held in their communities can give the students volunteer experience and will expose them to opportunities where they can make connections with individuals and get hands on experience. Through available online courses, reaching out to other departments, and various volunteer opportunities provided, Dr. Tabler, Elizabeth Dunn, and Patrick Gardner, are preparing students for their future endeavors. 


Graduate Level Courses

Dr. Tabler has made a conscience effort to give students an opportunity to further their education even when they are not living in the United States, and many students are not always in a college vicinity in order to attend courses. Dr. Tabler noted that many of his students already have a career or are in another country working for public health or emergency management. As a result of his efforts, there are courses solely based online, which gives students the opportunity to take classes while they are not in the area. Each course has a national and an international aspect as well as the classes being divided into groups where individuals with no experience get to work with individuals who have experience. 

In order to foster a successful learning environment in the online setting Dr. Tabler divides students in a way that encourages growth and multiple learning opportunities. To do this, Dr. Tabler has each student send him a biography; each biography is rated on experience in the field and other applicable traits, and then Dr. Tabler matches individuals up. This puts individuals together who would likely not have paired up prior. These groups give students without field experience a chance to discuss and work with someone who has that personal experience. 

These courses have a global approach, meaning that they cover events pertaining to public health and emergency management in the United States as well as those outside of the country. This is a critical point as many students in the emergency management field will do work outside of the United States, as disasters happen all around the globe. In these courses, students are taught multiple techniques on how to rebuild communities after a disaster occurs. Additionally, they are taught mitigation strategies as it is very important to decrease the impact disasters have on communities. 
	

Reaching Out

Elizabeth Dunn began going to different departments at the University of South Florida, where she is an instructor, to reach out to them. The goal was to reach out to the different departments and learn what they are offering, how she could incorporate their topics into public health, and how she could benefit their department or division. Reaching out to other departments brings in students from a variety of majors, such as: international studies, criminology, business, and others. Often times students take the courses for the exposure and the opportunity to bring what they learn into their degrees. 

Additionally, reaching out to different platforms has been incorporated into the extra curriculum. On campus students can rent out items such as drones or camcorders to get experience using them as tools. This is a meaningful way to bring in new technology in a creative way that gets the students interacting. Different platforms are a beneficial component because this technology is used in emergency management situations as well as daily life. Bringing this technology into the curriculum provides a creative, interactive, and educational experience for the students. 

Overall, involving the different departments on campus creates a more global course and gets the students to interact with individuals outside of their major of focus. This prepares the students for actual emergency management work where they will have to discuss, plan, and discover solutions with other agencies and corporations. 


Recent Initiatives 

A great way for students to get field experience is through volunteer opportunities around their community. Through the organization USF Global Disaster Management and Humanitarian Relief (DAHR) students have been given a vast amount of opportunities to help their communities and learn about public health and emergency management. This past year students were able to assist the American Red Cross install fire alarms in homes that did not have any, or there were non-working ones. This event was held near the university campus and Elizabeth Dunn was there to volunteer as were students from the university. Other great opportunities were made available through instructors reaching out, such as Elizabeth Dunn has. 

Recent opportunities include not only hands on work, such as the fire alarm installation, but also mock drills and guest speeches. Elizabeth Dunn communicates with individuals in the field to see if they can share their work and ideas to students who aspire to be in their career field. As an example, this past semester the Secretary-General of the Millennium World Peace Summit of Religious and Spiritual Leaders at the United Nations, Bawa Jain, was able to give a guest speech to students about what he does and have an open discussion with them. 

Additionally, films pertaining to disaster relief and public health are held for interested students, and during the DAHR meetings open discussions about mitigation strategies and actions to follow after disasters take place. All of these events provides students with multiple opportunities to get involved with the community and make an impact. Having open discussions and conducting mock trials get students to collaborate and understand others’ viewpoints. 


Response Learning

The USF Preparedness and Emergency Response Learning Center (PERLC) is funded through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and it is intended to prepare public health workers for disaster preparedness. Patrick Gardner uses these training exercises for courses taught at the university. Each course teaches crisis management skills and has a root analysis for each so that students can see what works and what does not. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
At the university, Patrick Gardner teaches a course titled Mental Health and Disorders in which students learn how to approach different individuals correctly when in an emergency situation. The course also covers Disaster Behavioral Health First Aid Specialist Training (FAST). Many of the lessons learned can be used appropriately outside of an emergency as well, however the focus revolves around disasters. For this course students are taught different subdivisions from Patrick Gardner’s Learning Center courses; such subdivisions include children, special needs individuals, responders, and veterans. The course is heavily based on skill building activities and group work. Through the exercises the students are able to get a glance at how to handle different individuals relating to their specific situation. To do this students are given a scenario in which they need to assess what is going on, if there is any special accommodations needed for the individual, and how they can assist them. Courses, such as this one, give students actual practice which is then merged with academia.  Lessons learned are lessons observed, which will last. 

Conclusion

The overall focus of the courses provided at the University of South Florida for emergency management is on the disaster survivors. Students are taught through textbooks and readings, through film and observation, as well as through practice on the field. All of these experiences intertwine to give each student an advantage so that they can successfully approach emergency situations with the knowledge and experience of how to handle both the survivors and those in the surroundings that are effected by any disaster. 






