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Mr. Richard A. (Rick) Young has 32 years’ experience in law enforcement, where he developed an expertise in working with gang members, troubled youth, child abuse, juvenile substance abuse, and creating a safe school environment. He was a cadre member for the California Attorney General’s School/Law Enforcement Partnership, where he traveled around the state helping troubled school districts create safe school plans. Mr. Young was also selected as one of the 12 members to sit on the California Governor’s Safe School Taskforce after the Columbine tragedy. He traveled to India for 5 weeks, where he taught at the Karnataka State Police Academy. Upon retiring as a police lieutenant, he obtained his master’s degree in education and was recently selected to run the International Rescue and Relief Program at Union College. 
The International Rescue and Relief program is designed for students seeking careers in community service and the skills to serve in times of disaster and humanitarian need. There are three foundational elements of the program: a summer session in Colorado dedicated to survival and rescue training; a semester abroad studying and providing humanitarian relief; and clinical emergency training throughout the entirety of the program. The curriculum also provides graduates with the knowledge, skills, and ability for professional certification in emergency response or management. The program prepares students for a variety of career opportunities depending on their degree focus—mission service, public health, public services, non-profit agencies, business, and social services. The two emphases either prepare students in pre-professional graduate studies to become a doctor, dentist, physician assistant, or physical therapist; public safety as a paramedic, emergency medical services, emergency manager, firefighter, forest or park ranger, search and rescue, and law enforcement. Union College offers this program in its long-standing tradition of Christian service.
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