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As a relative newcomer to the field of emergency management, Mr. Brian Louis Pittana has pursued continuing education in the field since January 2010, with the completion of certificates in Emergency Management, Public Health and Emergency Management, Advanced Risk Communication, Emergency Exercise Design, and Incident Command Management.
As a volunteer with the local chapter of St. John Ambulance in Guelph, Ontario, for 4 years, Mr. Pittana is a volunteer at public events, providing first aid coverage. St. John Ambulance is also the agency locally that assists first responders in basic and urban search and rescue callouts. Mr. Pittana participates in regular training sessions. Teaching first aid to the public is also within his purview on a formal basis.
Mr. Pittana is a licensed funeral director, having been in the industry for 8 years. As this profession has its challenges on a day-to-day scale, dealing with small numbers of deceased and the psychosocial implications to their families and loved ones, it is a different scenario in a disaster/catostrophic event with surge activity of casualty rates greater than 10% of any local population; it is imperative to have a plan of action. Mr. Pittana’s goals are to incorporate the fields of emergency management and disaster planning into the curriculum and standard practices of the funeral industry. The existence of the Disaster Mortuary Operational Response Team in the United States has inspired him to further ongoing research for the existence of such an agency in Canada. Similarly, he is focused on targeting positions within municipal government to incorporate emergency management principles.
Participating in various emergency exercises, Mr. Pittana is engaged in diverse roles, including an Immediate Action Rapid Deployment training exercise locally with the Guelph City Police, playing a casualty in a school shooter scenario. Along with St. John Ambulance, he volunteers with the Canadian Red Cross in Disaster Management. Recently, the Guelph Branch was involved in updating local disaster shelter surveys as a response to the ice storms and power failures that took place over the Christmas season of 2013. In addition, he participates in the local Community Volunteer Patrol as an adjunct to the City of Guelph Police, as part of an enhanced Neighborhood Watch system.
Mr. Pittana’s areas of study include a bachelor’s degree from the University of Guelph in human kinetics, focusing on anatomy, physiology, and biomechanics. He has a general studies degree from the University of Guelph. He also possesses diplomas, not only in funeral service education from Humber College in Toronto, but also in the fields of prosthetics and orthotics from George Brown College.
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