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Dr. Hikmet Iskender has been working for the Chemical Engineering Department at Istanbul Technical University’s (ITU) Center of Excellence for Disaster Management since 1986. He has been involved in various projects as a disaster manager, researcher, expert, and trainer. He was the project executive for preparing national emergency management systems for various governorships, local authorities, and private companies. Dr. Iskender also established community disaster preparedness teams funded by university and national research institutions.
Dr. Iskender has been teaching Disaster Management Policies, Fire Risks and Management, The Management of Disaster Response Operations, and Communication Skills at Disaster Management master’s degree lectures since 2001. He is the author of many papers presented internationally such as Site investigation of damages occurred in a steel space truss roof structure due to ponding-Engineering Failure Analysis; The Evaluation of Media’s Role at Natural Disasters from a Disaster Management Perspective: Turkish Experience; and The Community Disaster Volunteer System in Turkey and The Challenges of the System for Future Disasters. He has prepared books published in Turkish and English including: Formation of a Debris Management Planning Methodology for Istanbul City and a Model Proposal; Disaster Management Perspective of Terrorist Attacks in Istanbul on November 15 and 20; Disaster Management Planning Tools; The Improvement of Voluntary Resources; and The Principles of Media and Public Relations at Emergencies. 
Dr. Iskender has been working as the deputy director and Executive Board member of the ITU Center of Excellence for Disaster Management since 2006.

Dr. Iskender holds a bachelor’s degree and master’s degree in chemical engineering from Istanbul Technical University. He studied for his Ph.D. at Newcastle Upon Tyne University in the United Kingdom from 1990 to 1995. After completing his disaster management trainings via the ITU Federal Emergency Management Agency ACHIEVE Project from 2000 to 2001, he attended many Emergency Management Institute Train-the-Trainer courses such as Debris Management, Continuity of Operations Planning, Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Schools, Terrorism Planning, Advanced Public Information Officer, and Leadership in Disaster Management.
Dr. Iskender is attending the conference to meet people with different ideas and to get and share further knowledge about higher education courses and experiences.
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