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Mr. Ali Gheith is the Director of the Emergency and Disaster Management (EDM) Master’s Degree Program at the Metropolitan College of New York (MCNY) in New York City. In this capacity, he oversees the entire graduate curriculum and hires qualified instructors.

In early 2003, Mr. Gheith joined the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene as a coordinator of Population Based Resilience. He has responded to every major crisis in New York since 9/11. In 2010, he was assigned as regional coordinator for a citywide H1N1 vaccine campaign effort to inoculate New Yorkers.

Mr. Gheith holds the Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) credential by the International Association of Emergency Managers and is a Certified Master Exercise Practitioner (MEP) through the Federal Emergency Management Agency. He has a certificate in advanced studies and research in international organizations, and he is a professional mental health first aid and psychological first aid instructor. Mr. Gheith is an expert in developing cultural competency training workshops for first responders to assist them in providing culturally appropriate services for diverse communities. He is an expert in disaster chaplaincy training for multi-faith communities. His areas of expertise include risk communication, long-term recovery, project management, and crisis counseling.

Mr. Gheith’s educational background includes studies in political science, social science, public health, public administration, international relations, and emergency management. He is an expert on Middle Eastern and Islamic studies. He conducted the first known research on the mental health needs of New York Muslims and the role of the Imams in the day-to-day lives of American-Muslim communities while working as a senior research assistant at Columbia University.

Mr. Gheith is the recipient of the New York City (NYC) Distinguished Service Award for his work with community and faith leaders across NYC. He is a board advisor to the New York Disaster Interfaith Services and the Urban Assembly School for Emergency Management in NYC.

About MPA-EDM Program at MCNY
The Masters of Public Administration (MPA) in Emergency and Disaster Management is an advanced degree program that opens new career tracks for recent college graduates as well as those looking to change careers, and further develops the knowledge base of professionals already working in the field.
Comprehensive emergency and disaster management is a complex field that requires expertise in multiple areas. This highly specialized degree will cover the planning, management, logistics, response, relief, recovery, and economics associated with managing emergency situations.
This unique program integrates the college’s Purpose-Centered System of Education, where students will develop actual comprehensive emergency management plans that function as a real-world consulting assignment. This is done as a group project, with the students working together to develop a single, comprehensive emergency management plan for an actual non-profit organization. The professor serves as “Project Manager” and students are assigned particular responsibilities based on their expertise and availability.
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