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Dr. Nicola Davis Bivens is an Assistant Professor of Criminology at Johnson C. Smith University (JCSU). While she is completing year 6 at JCSU, she has been teaching for nearly 17 years. Prior to serving in higher education, Dr. Davis Bivens worked in community corrections in various Federal, state, and local organizations.

For its Spring 2012 Community-Based Participatory Research Project, the Criminology Program at Johnson C. Smith University conducted research in the community surrounding the university, to assess the marginalized community’s awareness of and preparation for critical incidents. In years past, the program has offered “Introduction to Emergency Management” as one of its Special Topics in Criminal Justice courses.
Dr. Davis Bivens is an active member of a number of professional organizations, including the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences (where she currently serves as the chair of the Student Affairs Committee); the North Carolina Criminal Justice Association; the North Carolina Political Science Association; North State Law Enforcement Officers Association (where she was recognized as the 2009 Associate Member of the Year); and the South Carolina Probation/Parole Association.

Dr. Davis Bivens holds an Ed.D. in higher education with a concentration in criminal justice, an M.S. in criminal justice, and a B.S. in criminal justice. She also has continuing education and training through the Department of Homeland Security, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Emergency Management Institute; the North Carolina Center for Public Health, School of Public Health at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; and the North Carolina Justice Academy.
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