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Mr. Lee Bennett has worked in the Technical Hazards Division of the Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VDEM) since 2012. He revises, develops, and conducts courses in Terrorism Consequence Management for local first responders and elected officials. He has also taught and worked with Federal employees.
Mr. Bennett joined the VDEM Office of Training and Exercises in 2007. While in that division, he earned his Master Exercise Practitioner certification. He also served as the National Incident Management System coordinator for Virginia. Mr. Bennett instructed Incident Command courses for firefighters, Emergency Medical Technicians, university leadership, chief administration officers, and Search and Rescue Teams.

Mr. Bennett graduated in 2010 with a master’s degree in homeland security after earning his bachelor’s degree in fire science. He has a background in law enforcement (5 years), firefighting (15 years–Captain), emergency medical services (14 years), and hazardous materials
(8 years–Deputy Commander). He has attended numerous Department of Homeland Security courses, including Incident Response to Terrorism Bombings; Prevention and Response to Suicide Bombing Incidents; Advanced Incident Command and Emergency Operations; Integrated Emergency Management; and the National Fire Academy Command and General Staff course. In addition, he served as an exercise evaluator and controller for Incident Command and Emergency Operations Center operations exercises at the state and local levels. Mr. Bennett has completed the National Emergency Management Academy and is scheduled to complete the National Emergency Management Leadership Academy this year.
This is Mr. Bennett’s first Higher Education Symposium so he is looking forward to learning a great deal and meeting colleagues from the higher education arena to share ideas.
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