NIKKI AUSTIN, PH.D., MA, RN, CNE, CEN

Assistant Professor
Department of Nursing
and
Graduate Program Director
Integrated Homeland Security Management
Office of Collaborative Programs
Towson University
Towson, Maryland
eaustin@towson.edu


Dr. Nikki Austin is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Nursing and the Graduate Program Director for Integrated Homeland Security Management at Towson University. She has been a registered nurse for close to 30 years. She has experience in cardiac, medical, surgical, trauma critical care, EMS and flight nursing; cardiac rehabilitation; psychiatric nursing; and parish nursing. Dr. Austin has served as the chair of the College of Health Professions Disaster Committee and has been instrumental in bringing disaster and emergency response experiences to the academic community. She has worked with students from multiple departments, colleges, and community organizations in order to develop and increase expertise in emergency preparedness education and whole community resilience.

Dr. Austin holds master’s degrees in nursing and pastoral ministry and a Ph.D. in nursing. She is licensed as a pre-hospital Registered Nurse in Pennsylvania and is certified in nursing education, emergency nursing, trauma, cardiac, and pediatric areas. Dr. Austin is an active member of the Maryland Defense Force, where she serves as the Chief of Plans. The Maryland Defense Force provides professional response to various agencies and communities in support of emergency preparedness activities.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Austin’s areas of interest for the Federal Emergency Management Agency, Emergency Management Institute’s Higher Education Symposium relate to curriculum evaluation and revision to enhance workforce development, research in the areas of emergency management and community resilience, and internships for students in the areas of emergency management. Connecting the academic institution with communities and leaders in the field is also extremely important.
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