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Victoria, Texas

Mr. W.R. Zwerschke, Sr., began his emergency management career in 1953 as coordinator of Emergency Fire Services in Calhoun County, Texas, and was appointed the Emergency Management coordinator in 1985. An early proponent of comprehensive emergency management, he led the development of a comprehensive emergency management program in his county. Mr. Zwerschke focused on the manmade and natural hazards that routinely threaten the Texas Gulf Coast, and he was responsible for developing mitigation projects and county floodplain policy. He has led national, State, and local emergency management associations and chaired the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM) Certified Emergency Managers Commission. Because of his ability to relate complex emergency management principles to real-life emergency situations, he has been asked to act as the conduit between national Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) programs and local officials immediately after major catastrophic events. Mr. Zwerschke is a FEMA Reservist and served in the U.S. Navy during the Korean War.

Mr. Zwerschke is a member of the Texas Gulf Coast Emergency Management Association; Emergency Management Association of Texas; IAEM; American Society of Professional Emergency Planners; National Association of SARA Title III Program Officials; Texas Floodplain Management Association; and the Association of State Floodplain Managers. He has held numerous positions including president of the Port Lavaca Fire Department; instructor at Texas A&M University in LP Gas Fire Control and Safety; Board member of the Emergency Management Association of Texas; president of the Texas Gulf Coast Emergency Management Association; and president of IAEM.

Mr. Zwerschke has received numerous awards throughout his career including two Presidential Citations from IAEM; the Christopher Clayton Award from IAEM Region IV; Emergency Manager of the Year from the Emergency Management Association of Texas; FEMA Director’s Award; a Letter of Commendation from Governor George Bush; a Letter of Commendation from the Galveston County, Texas, County Judge James Yarbrough; and a Letter of Commendation from Galveston County Commissioner Brian Lamb.

Some of Mr. Zwerschke’s accomplishments include the design and installation of the telecommunications system in Calhoun County; establishment of the enhanced 9-1-1 system for Calhoun County; design and construction of the Calhoun County Emergency Operating Center; and development of Calhoun County, Texas, Emergency Plan and Annexes.
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