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Dr. Sepideh Yalda is a Professor of Meteorology and the Director of the Center for Disaster Research and Education at Millersville University. She is also the Coordinator of the Master of Science in Emergency Management (MSEM). Her research interests are in the areas of climate dynamics and regional climate change. Dr. Yalda has also been involved with a number of funded research projects with a focus on information technology, science education, and the development of new tools and technologies to improve science education at all levels.
Dr. Yalda earned her Ph.D. in meteorology from Saint Louis University in 1997. She is a member of the American Geophysical Union; American Meteorological Society; International Association of Emergency Managers; Kansas Emergency Management Agency; National Emergency Management Association; and SIGMA XI Scientific Research Society. She has and continues to serve as chair and member on a number of national committees, including the National Environmental Education & Training Foundation’s Eyes on the Environment Advisory Committee and the Advisory Panel to the Cooperative Program for Operational Meteorology, Education and Training, among others. Furthermore, Dr. Yalda is a member or chair of a number of American Meteorological Society Boards and Committees. She has served on a number of invited review panels at the State and regional levels, in addition to review panels for the National Science Foundation and the National Atmospheric and Oceanic Administration.

The MSEM degree, which is offered completely online, was developed in response to a nationwide need identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Courses are taught by Millersville University faculty through the interdisciplinary Center for Disaster Research and Education (CDRE). The program of courses and electives is designed to enhance student skills in leading efforts in planning, mitigating, and responding to disastrous events, in addition to introducing the students to the necessary tools and skills. MSEM graduates are prepared to serve in a variety of positions in the emergency management field in both the public and private sectors, and attain Certified Emergency Manager status. More information on the program, including course offerings, faculty, and CDRE activities, can be found at: http://www.millersville.edu/cdre.
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