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Mr. R. Samuel Winningham is a Program Analyst (Systems) and Hazard Mitigation (HM) Grant Program System Owner for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) with more than 30 years’ experience in management and finance. He has hands-on disaster experience at the Federal, State, local, and international levels and has worked more than 50 Presidential declared disasters in 5 different FEMA Regions. Mr. Winningham served as an acting Federal Coordinating Officer in Florida; as HM director for numerous disasters nationwide; and as the HM specialist for the State of Georgia, responsible for all non-disaster grant programs, disaster mitigation grant programs, and mitigation planning. 

Prior to joining FEMA, Mr. Winningham was the HM coordinator for the State of Iowa for several years. In conjunction with FEMA, he developed an emergency management exchange program between Iowa and EMERCOM - Stavropol, Russia. Mr. Winningham began his civilian emergency management experience as Authorized Representative and Project Manager for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program and Public Assistance Program during the 1993 Midwest floods for the city of Nevada, Iowa. 

Mr. Winningham worked for the African Region of the Peace Corps as an expert consultant in finance and management, as well as in export development with the International Trade Administration, Department of Commerce. He has an undergraduate degree with honors in international relations from Roosevelt University, Chicago, Illinois, and a master’s degree from Iowa State University. Mr. Winningham served 7 years in the United States Marine Corps. During his tenure with the Marines, he worked on internal and external security for U.S. embassies and naval facilities abroad.

Mr. Winningham is attending the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference to glean more insight into the academic development and credentialing process, and the subsequent transfer of knowledge to field implementation. 
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