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Dr. Kattia Walters is an Assistant Professor in the Criminal Justice Department at the University of Puerto Rico at Carolina (UPRCA), where she coordinates the Violence Against Women Prevention Program. She is currently working on the development of an associate degree in Emergency Management. She is a legal advocate in cases of domestic violence and a conflict mediator. Dr. Walters holds a Ph.D. in psychology and an M.A. in social-community psychology.

UPRCA is one of the campuses within the University of Puerto Rico System and has an enrollment of approximately 3,500 students, mostly from the eastern area of the country. Puerto Rico is not immune from experiencing emergency situations such as hurricanes and earthquakes, but until now, there was no post-secondary degree that prepared students as professionals to handle these situations. Puerto Rico has experienced natural disasters, fires, and threats to the security of citizens. It has been a challenge to address these situations with expertise and well-prepared professionals.

Dr. Walters wants to learn more about current emergency management programs and obtain specific ideas for the development of an associate degree in the area. This is an area of interest to her students, and she wants to take advantage of this experience. She hopes to meet and have the support of those with more experience in developing academic programs in the field of emergency management and to learn from their experiences.
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