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Dr. Dwight Vick is the Director of the Emergency Management Administration (EMA) Program at West Texas A&M University (WTAMU). He has worked with social services located in disaster relief areas like Biloxi, Mississippi, following Hurricane Katrina. He earned his Ph.D. in public administration from Arizona State University, and he worked with the military immediately following the completion of his degree. Other areas of interest include substance abuse policy and its impact on policy and administration. Dr. Vick is a member of the American Society for Public Administration and other professional organizations involving public administration, emergency management, and substance abuse.
WTAMU’s EMA Program was created in 2000 to meet the State’s need for more professional and educated Emergency Response Teams located throughout the State. WTAMU answered the State legislature and the Texas A&M University’s Board of Regents’ request by creating the first completely online EMA program in the State. As required by Texas State Statute 54.208, students complete Emergency Management and Public Administration courses and receive a tuition waiver for participating in the program. All of the students are nontraditional and are currently employed in the emergency management field. They have or will have earned at least 5 years of work experience prior to graduation. The program includes a variety of course delivery methods, such as Centra, Web Ex, and WT Class, which give every student a face-to-face, classroom experience without having to leave their homes, fire stations, police departments, or emergency response centers in healthcare centers. There are currently at least 175 enrolled students and more than 100 graduates of the program since its conception.
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