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Ms. Colleen Vaughan is the Director for the Emergency Management Division within the School of Justice and Public Safety at the Justice Institute of British Columbia. In this role, she is responsible for program and curriculum development and delivery including certificates, diplomas, and degrees, as well as research initiatives for the Division. She oversees a Certificate in Emergency Management; a Certificate in Exercise Design; a Bachelor of Emergency and Security Studies; contract and tuition offerings in Emergency Management and Incident Command System; the development and delivery of Emergency Management, Search and Rescue, and Emergency Social Services training for Emergency Management British Columbia; and emergency management training for the health sector in British Columbia. 
Ms. Vaughan’s research interest focuses on disaster resilience, and she is currently a co-investigator on two Canadian-funded research projects. The focus of the first is on building resilience and rural health system capability for pre-disaster planning and preparedness. The second research project examines psycho-social considerations by decision makers in an Emergency Operations Center. Ms. Vaughan has been involved in emergency and disaster responses throughout British Columbia and the State of Georgia.
Ms. Vaughan holds a bachelor’s of commerce and a master’s of education from the University of British Columbia. She has been honored as a recipient of the Justice Institute of British Columbia Instructor of the Year Award and the National Institute for Staff and Organizational Development Excellence Award for teaching from the University of Texas.

As a Canadian, Ms. Vaughan feels privileged to attend this Conference and network with and learn from the knowledge and experience of her southern colleagues.
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