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Dr. Heriberto Urby, Jr., an Assistant Professor in the Emergency Management Program in the Department of Health Sciences at Western Illinois University–Macomb. He presently teaches emergency management courses in the undergraduate program. He served previously in various capacities at several well-regarded universities in Texas.

Dr. Urby, an attorney, studied emergency management at the University of North Texas–Denton, under Professor David A. McEntire, the 2010 recipient of the Dr. B. Wayne Blanchard Award for Academic Excellence in Emergency Management Higher Education. Under Dr. McEntire’s direction, Dr. Urby was afforded the opportunity to conduct research and publish book chapters pertaining to several Latin American Emergency Management Systems: Peru, Paraguay, Costa Rica, and Mexico. He has presented his work on Paraguay and Mexico at the Federal Emergency Management Agency, Emergency Management Institute Higher Education Conference in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

Dr. Urby’s dissertation titled “Perceptions of Disaster Professionalism in Mexico: Adding a New Public Management Perspective to Emergency Management,” is cutting-edge research, especially as to how disaster professionalism can be improved which, thus, increases emergency managers’ effectiveness. Dr. Urby wishes to continue to help educate the next generation of effective emergency management professionals; to conduct useful and relevant emergency management research; and to maintain steady and sustained collaboration with scholars and practitioners in the field.
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