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Mr. Kirk R. Trate is the Director of the Criminal Justice Programs at Wilmington University. He has a total of more than 30 years of actual police experience, and he is an experienced police executive and criminal justice instructor. He concluded nearly 27 years of State service with the Pennsylvania State Police in 1997 and subsequently served as the chief of the Reading (Pennsylvania) Police Department from January 2000 until August 2001. Director Trate served as the executive director of the Lebanon (Pennsylvania) City Crime Commission from 2002 until mid-2003. In June 2003, he was assigned as the Criminal Investigation Technical advisor to the U.S. Department of Justice International Criminal Investigative Training Assistance Program-sponsored Regional Criminal Justice Initiative in Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria. He continued in that position for a year and then, in September 2004, accepted the position as Assistant Professor and Coordinator of the Criminal Justice Program at Wilmington College. This began his association with Wilmington University as a faculty member and program administrator. In July 2010, Director Trate was placed in charge of all Criminal Justice Programs at Wilmington University; these include the master’s in the Administration of Justice, the master’s in Homeland Security, the bachelor’s in Criminal Justice, the certificate in Criminal Justice and then, in early 2011, the bachelor’s degree in Legal Studies with Paralegal Certificate was added to his areas of responsibility.

Director Trate has considerable experience in police training. As indicated above, he completed his service with the Pennsylvania State Police, where he served his last 4½ years as director of the Pennsylvania State Police Academy Training Division. In that position, he oversaw the training of more than 1,000 State Police Cadets. He was further responsible for the department in-service training at the academy in Hershey and at the four statewide regional training centers; the in-service training program under his direction involved both mandatory and elective training for the department’s 5,300 sworn and civilian employees. Director Trate also directed the State Police Community Services Program. He retired as Training Division director with the rank of State Police Captain. He has also served as an instructor and facilitator for the Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association, the Pennsylvania State University, the University of Delaware, and the Ohio University.

Director Trate is a member of the following professional organizations: the International Association of Chiefs of Police; the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences; the Police Executive Research Forum; the Pennsylvania Southeastern Chiefs of Police Association; the Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association; the American Criminal Justice Association–Lambda Alpha Epsilon; the Berks County Chiefs of Police; the Fraternal Order of Police–Lodge No. 65; the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) National Academy Associates; the National Criminal Justice Honor Society–Alpha Phi Sigma; and the Board of Directors, Pennsylvania State Police Historical, Educational and Memorial Center. He also serves as the 1st vice president of the Retired Pennsylvania State Police Association.
Director Trate earned his bachelor’s degree in the administration of justice from the Pennsylvania State University, and a master’s degree, also in the administration of justice, with a specialization in leadership and administration, from Wilmington College, now Wilmington University. He is a graduate of the FBI National Academy’s 199th Session and the Police Executive Development Program, Session #124, at Pennsylvania State University. He holds a diploma in the course of State police instruction from the Pennsylvania State Police Academy in Hershey, Pennsylvania, and two certificates in law enforcement and corrections from the Pennsylvania State University at University Park, Pennsylvania.
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