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Mr. Dan Stoneking is the Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) Private Sector Division in the Office of External Affairs. He leads a small but passionate team to improve information sharing and coordination between FEMA and the private sector during disaster preparedness, response, and recovery efforts. He also fosters internal collaboration and communication among FEMA programs that have an opportunity in private sector engagement. Mr. Stoneking has spearheaded myriad initiatives, including 90-day private sector rotations at FEMA, regional and joint field operation private sector liaisons, downloadable scenario tabletop exercises, grants guidance and training courses for public-private partnerships, small business outreach campaigns, and much more.

Mr. Stoneking’s current position follows and builds upon a career in both the corporate and government arenas focused on public affairs, culminating most recently as the deputy and acting director of Public Affairs at FEMA. He has responded to numerous disasters since coming to FEMA, including Hurricanes Ike, Gustav, and Irene; the American Samoa tsunami; and the Haiti earthquake.

Mr. Stoneking was previously employed as an associate at Booz Allen Hamilton, specializing in strategic communications in support of homeland security and defense markets. He also worked for Ogilvy Public Relations Worldwide as a vice president in Social Marketing, responsible for risk and crisis communications. Prior to Ogilvy, Mr. Stoneking served for more than 25 years in the Army and the National Guard. His last military assignment was as the deputy director for Public Affairs at the National Guard Bureau. While assigned there, he led the first military public affairs deployment into New Orleans in the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

Mr. Stoneking was employed for 3 years under the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs. In that capacity, he responded to the attack on the Pentagon on September 11, 2001, and established and maintained a public affairs crisis communications center continuously for the first 44 hours. In addition, he represented 1.2 million military Reserve forces as their primary spokesperson. Mr. Stoneking has extensive experience in risk/crisis communications, media relations, media training, strategic messaging, branding, and reputation management.

Mr. Stoneking graduated from the University of New Hampshire, majoring in interpersonal communications. He later earned an M.A. in teaching secondary English from the University of New Hampshire.
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