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Ms. Mandy Stanley is a Student Volunteer from Park University, where she is enrolled in the Master of Public Affairs with an emphasis in Disaster and Emergency Management Program. She has already earned a bachelor’s degree in Public Administration with a Certificate in Homeland Security and Terrorism. Ms. Stanley chose Park University because it has the concentration area she is passionate about and because she had a great experience through her bachelor’s program. Park University classes are small, which makes the learning experience more personal for everyone. Almost every professor she has had at Park University works in the field in which he/she teaches. Ms. Stanley believes this gives Park University students a huge advantage because the experience and knowledge the professors pass down assist the students in learning exactly what they need to know in the real world. 

Ms. Stanley is 1 year into the program and has 1 year to go. It has been full of new and interesting information to help her in her future career. To date, she has studied planning for emergencies and disasters; the impacts disasters have on society; public policy and disaster; disaster, disease, and public health; government response to terrorism; and continuity of government operations. Each of these areas plays its own role within emergency management. Working within emergency management, it will be important to know and understand all of the roles that come into play during a disaster. The program at Park University offers a broad spectrum of emergency management classes that assist in the development of the skills Ms. Stanley needs in order to have a successful emergency management career.

Ms. Stanley is absolutely thrilled to attend the conference. She is always looking for ways to expand her knowledge and experience in the emergency management field. Her ultimate goal is to have a career working for the Federal Emergency Management Agency; however, this has proven to be difficult. Ms. Stanley is hoping the conference will not only contribute to her emergency management education, but also assist her in gaining the information she needs to know in order to start her career. She firmly believes that only good can come out of networking; she knows the conference will provide her with the opportunity to meet other students and officials in the same field. Ms. Stanley loves meeting new people, especially those who share the same passion.
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