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Mr. Walter D. Small, MPA, is a retired Air Force senior officer serving as an education consultant with the Compton Unified School District in the Los Angeles, California, area. He acquired disaster preparedness training and experience at each military installation in the continental United States and overseas locations during a 20-year career. Disaster preparedness functions are roughly equivalent to contemporary emergency management activities. At the height of his military career, Mr. Small served as director of Administration for Space Systems Division in Los Angeles, California, supporting its $3.5 billion support operations while implementing the automation/‌computerization of Space Systems Division offices under a $35 million budget. His expertise and accomplishments earned him three Air Force-wide recognitions as the top officer in his field, two consecutively.

Mr. Small now serves as a key evaluator in exercises, testing critical district school system efficiency and effectiveness in responding to varied emergency scenarios including those most likely to occur in Southern California. He has completed several National Incident Management courses including ICS-300 for Expanding Incidents and the ICS-400 Advanced Command and General Staff-Complex Incidents course.
Mr. Small earned a B.S. in political science from North Carolina A&T State University in 1971 and an M.A. in public administration from the University of Northern Colorado in 1980. He completed additional graduate work in systems management at the University of Southern California and California State University Dominguez Hills. He is also a graduate of Air War College, International Academic Instructor School, and is a certified instructor at The University of Phoenix.
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