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Mr. Jim Savitt is an Associate Professor in the Center for Distance Learning at the State University of New York (SUNY)-Empire State College. He coordinates the baccalaureate programs in Fire Services Administration and in Emergency Management. In that program, he teaches one of the capstone courses focused on how policy affects the work of the emergency management establishment. He also teaches a course on the societal impacts of disaster. Outside of the emergency management area, he teaches State and Local Government.
Mr. Savitt has been teaching for more than 15 years, and he has been in the electric power industry for about the same amount of time. He was an economist and planner in the power industry and moved into market investigations when the industry was deregulated in New York State.

In the realm of emergency services and management, Mr. Savitt has been involved with the American Red Cross for almost 30 years, with much of that time spent in the disaster arena. Currently, he is a member of the American Red Cross in New York State Disaster Consortium, with the mission of enhancing the capacity to respond to large-scale catastrophic incidents. Much of his work in this area involves planning and preparedness, along with resource development.

The Center for Distance Learning has been offering distance-based education in Fire Services Administration since the late 1980s, and in Emergency Management since early 2000. The Center for Distance Learning is one of the seven members of the Fire and Emergency Services Higher Education (FESHE) Degrees at a Distance Program, and has been active in FESHE since its beginning. SUNY-Empire State College was one of the pioneers in distance education, and was the driving force behind the SUNY Learning Network, a system-wide endeavor to provide distance education using up-to-date technology. The Emergency Management, Fire Service, and Homeland Security Programs serve primarily working adults. Students include those active in the military and those who have completed their service, as well as police and firefighters. The hallmark of the program is the focus on designing one’s own degree to meet personal, educational, and professional goals.

This is Mr. Savitt’s fifth conference in Emmitsburg. He is attending to meet others in the field, and to learn about current research and operational developments in emergency management. He will be moderating sessions on leadership styles, integration of homeland security and emergency management, and the management of risk.
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