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Dr. K.C. Rondello serves as the Chairman of the Department of Allied Health and the Academic Director of the Department of Emergency Management at Adelphi University in Garden City, New York, where he co-developed Long Island’s first graduate program in Emergency Management. Prior to coming to Adelphi, he served as associate director of the Saint Barnabas Health Care System’s Center for Healthcare Preparedness, a Health Resources and Services Administration-funded institute established to further education and research in the field of healthcare disaster readiness.

In December 2002, Dr. Rondello was appointed disaster epidemiologist of the National Disaster Medical System’s NY-2 Disaster Medical Assistance Team, a Federal Level 1 response team tasked with providing critical emergency medical support to regions of the country overwhelmed by disaster. In that capacity, Dr. Rondello collaborated with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Division of Global Migration and Quarantine in developing an international isolation contingency plan in response to the H1N1 influenza pandemic. Other deployments have included dispatch to Hurricanes Gustav, Hanna, and Ike (2008), and the great Tennessee flood (2010).

Through his affiliation with the Yale Alumni Service Corps, ProWorld, and Globe Aware, Dr. Rondello has completed international volunteer service missions to San Ignacio, Belize; Monterrey, Mexico; El Sur de Turrubares, Costa Rica; Cape Coast, Ghana; and, most recently, Las Charcas, Dominican Republic, to address a cholera outbreak on the Dominican Republic/Haitian border, a continuing consequence of the 2010 earthquake in that region. His next pro bono medical mission will be to Kathmandu, Nepal, in June 2012. For his efforts, he earned the President’s Gold Volunteer Service Award in 2010 and 2011, presented by President Obama’s Council on Service and Civic Participation.
Dr. Rondello’s scholarly research focuses on the application of disaster epidemiology to epidemic and pandemic planning and response, and the establishment and management of alternate medical treatment sites and points of distribution. He trained at Yale University School of Medicine in the United States and Saint George’s Medical School in the United Kingdom.

Adelphi University, chartered in 1896, was the first institution of higher education for the liberal arts and sciences on Long Island. The University, with its main campus in Garden City and centers in Manhattan, Hauppauge, and Poughkeepsie, currently enrolls nearly 8,500 students from 41 States and 63 foreign countries. Adelphi’s Department of Emergency Management, housed in the University College, offers Associate of Science and Bachelor of Science degrees in Emergency Services Administration, a Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management (18 credits), and a Master of Science degree in Emergency Management (39 credits).
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