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Dr. Irmak Renda-Tanali is the Program Director and Associate Professor at the University of Maryland University College (UMUC), where she coordinates the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Management graduate studies and teaches graduate-level courses. 

Dr. Renda-Tanali is the executive editor of the Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, an online scholarly journal that reaches a wide spectrum of audiences within the United States and around the world. Currently, she serves on the Maryland Governor’s Emergency Management Advisory Council. Dr. Renda-Tanali received the 2011–2012 University System of Maryland’s Board of Regents Faculty Excellence in Public Service Award. 

Dr. Renda-Tanali began her early career as a civil engineer. Later, she acted as a vice president and co-founder of an engineering design and consulting firm in Turkey. In this capacity, she designed numerous large-/mid-scale urban drinking water infrastructure systems in cities, towns, and dwellings. She worked as a senior research scientist at The George Washington University’s Institute for Crisis, Disaster, and Risk Management, where she conducted scholarly research projects sponsored mainly by the National Science Foundation as well as various other government agencies. 

Dr. Renda-Tanali’s research interests are in the broader areas of technology management, comparative emergency/disaster management, disaster loss studies, water and wastewater engineering, and engineering economics.
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