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Ms. Linda Pryor is an Emergency Management Officer II with the Oklahoma Department of Emergency Management (OEM). Her duties are varied. She is an Area Coordinator for Oklahoma County, assisting the local emergency managers in all four phases of emergency management—Preparedness, Response, Recovery, and Mitigation. She is also the OEM contact for the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) liaisons, State Search and Rescue, and Colleges and Universities. Other duties include EOC Operations occasionally during activations and duty officer on rotation with other trained employees.

OEM is a State agency that answers directly to the Governor. It runs the State EOC during disasters and helps responders to obtain resources they need in order to best respond to the disaster. OEM also assists in Recovery efforts and helps obtain Presidential declarations as needed. OEM’s Area Coordinators spend most of their time in their assigned areas of the State, building personal relationships, as well as resource knowledge, and providing training assistance to local emergency management officials. In addition, Area Coordinators help emergency managers work with all countywide responders to plan, train, and build their Emergency Operations Procedures for the next disaster response.

Ms. Pryor is attending the Higher Education Conference to learn more about how she can help the universities in Oklahoma build the best possible Emergency Management Programs. Since she is also a former employee of Oklahoma Wesleyan University as the Sales and Marketing director for Adult Education, she does have a little background and understanding of university “inner workings.” Ms. Pryor hopes to combine the two backgrounds as best she can to promote emergency management within the universities of Oklahoma.
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