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Dr. Sharon Pittman is the Executive Director of the Master’s in Social Work (MSW) Program at Southern Adventist University (SAU). Her doctoral studies were in technology in graduate education, and she has been involved in the start-up of 3 MSW programs during her 25-year higher education career.

Dr. Pittman has completed both Community Emergency Response Team and Federal Emergency Management Agency trainings in the past and has developed three new courses in Disaster and Emergency Response. Additionally, she has been actively engaged in teaching and scholarship with global emergency response and development relief and has taught frontline responders from more than 50 different countries. Dr. Pittman has partnered with the Asian Disaster Institute in Thailand to develop global emergency training that has been delivered in Costa Rica, Kenya, Thailand, and Peru.

Most recently, Dr. Pittman developed a Graduate Certificate Program in Emergency and Trauma at SAU and continues to host an annual conference for mental health professionals in Psychological First Aid with her graduate students. Additionally, working with other faculty colleagues, she has developed the emerging Southern Center of Response Enhancement Program. This center provides training, campus and community awareness, and capacity-building, while enhancing regional emergency response abilities. Since the local tornado disasters of 2011 and 2012, it became apparent that SAU needed improved coordination and new levels of training for both faculty and students.
May 7, 2012

