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Mr. Joe Pinto is the Career & Technical Education (CTE) School Development Project Manager with the Urban Assembly (UA), Inc. The UA is a network of 21 public secondary schools in New York City, serving 8,500 predominantly low-income students across 3 of 5 boroughs. Committed to academic rigor, small class sizes, strong student-teacher relationships, and meaningfully integrated community and private-sector partnerships, the UA graduates 75% of students and sends 70% to college, rates that far exceed the city average.
In his 2008 State of the City Address, Mayor Michael Bloomberg focused the next phase of his school reform efforts on CTE. Formerly vocational instead of college preparatory, CTE schools now are both, offering substantive career training alongside robust classroom instruction. Students finish with a high school diploma, an industry credential, and the luxury of choice.

The UA, recognized by Mayor Bloomberg as “one of the city’s strongest partners” in education, has already opened three CTE high schools and is on track to have the most CTE high schools of any network in the city. The selection of CTE themes responds not only to labor-trend data indicating the sectors of highest growth, but to the social and cultural zeitgeist into which graduates will emerge as contributive citizens, and to what leading scholars anticipate the greatest concerns, and most highly prized skills, of the 21st century will be.

In the fall of 2013, the UA plans to open a CTE high school for emergency management, one of the first of its kind in the country. Students will receive a strong foundation in science and mathematics; in the humanities, they will derive lessons in preparedness from history; and from English, the ability to communicate effectively and calmly in trying times. The root of all study will be civics, and the goal will be to graduate, after training and work-based learning, with one or more credentials recognized by the burgeoning field of emergency management.

A graduate of Brown University, Mr. Pinto co-founded the UA School for Law and Justice in Brooklyn in 2004. The school annually graduates more than 90% of seniors, most of whom matriculate to college. As the UA’s CTE School Development Project Manager, he attends the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference to learn about emergency management higher education so he can begin laying curricular groundwork in the new UA school’s proposal, and to meet potential industry and post-secondary partners for the effort.
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