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Professor Scot Phelps teaches the Disaster Science Fellowship at the Emergency Management Academy and is an emergency management consultant with clients who include hospitals, State governments, Health Canada, and Fortune 100 companies. He also teaches healthcare emergency management at New York Medical College, and business continuity at Western Washington University, and he volunteers as a Certification commissioner and vice chair of the Healthcare/Hospitals Caucus of the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM). Professor Phelps is a Certified Emergency Manager (through IAEM), a Certified Business Continuity Professional, and a Federal Emergency Management Agency-qualified Master Exercise Practitioner (Healthcare). He is on the Editorial Board of the peer-reviewed Journal of Emergency Management and the trade journal Continuity Insights.
Previously, Professor Phelps was the program director/associate professor for the Graduate Certificate in Emergency and Disaster Management at Southern Connecticut State University and for the Master’s in Public Administration in Emergency and Disaster Management at Metropolitan College in New York City. He served as assistant commissioner of Emergency Management at the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene; as manager of Emergency Life Support Programs at Phelps Memorial Hospital; and as an associate professor of Emergency Medicine at The George Washington University School of Medicine. Earlier, he was a paramedic and paramedic instructor in New York City, New Jersey, and Connecticut, for almost two decades.
Professor Phelps holds a juris doctor from Brooklyn Law School (where he served on the National Health Law Moot Court team); a master’s in public health in both health policy and health administration from Yale Medical School (where he was a Farr Scholar and a Schlesinger Fellow); and a bachelor’s in anthropology with honors from Columbia University.
The Disaster Science Fellowship is a global, online 1-year intensive graduate-level learning program, where participants read and discuss more than 30 of the most important books in emergency management, based on the Emergency Management Graduate Body of Knowledge. It is designed for the mid-career emergency manager, and although it will focus on graduate-level discussion, participants are not required to have a previous college degree.
Participants read roughly three books per month; discuss six key questions in a threaded web-based discussion as they read; and then participate in a facilitated weekly 90-minute online conference call centered around six discussion questions led by participants.
Fellows of the Academy and current Fellowship Candidates come from Canada, New Zealand, three different Australian states, and more than a dozen different U.S. States.
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