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Dr. James R. Phelps holds a position at Angelo State University, where he has assisted the Turkish National Police in the development of the first in-country master’s degree in criminal justice, which is now offered at Ataturk University in Erzurum, Turkey (2010). Through his association with the International Network to Promote the Rule of Law, he assisted the United Nations International Committee with the development of the Nepal Constitution (2010). This included guidance on Constitutional construct, rule of law, police law, criminal justice process, and judicial process.

Dr. Phelps is the primary developer of the online and face-to-face undergraduate and graduate degrees in Border and Homeland Security currently offered at Angelo State University (2010–present). This includes the entire development of a fully functional college education program, including personally developing more than half of the courses offered. These programs are some of the fastest-growing programs on campus, and have wide appeal due to their holistic approach to homeland security, border security, and cyber security. 

Dr. Phelps holds a Ph.D. in criminal justice and an M.A. in history from Sam Houston State University, and a B.A. in history from the University of Southern Colorado. He completed all 3 degrees in 8 years, beginning in August of 2000. Prior to starting college, Dr. Phelps worked in the cryogenic gas-manufacturing field as well as in high-tech specialized gas manufacturing. From 1977–1998, he served in the U.S. Navy in a variety of positions, including assignments as a Nuclear Repair and Nuclear Project officer; Assistant Radiological Controls officer; and submarine nuclear power plant operations, maintenance, and supervision billets. He ended his career as the Quality Assurance officer for deep submergence systems at SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team 1.

The programs offered at Angelo State University provide a comprehensive program that serves the educational needs of a wide variety of Federal, State, and local agencies working to secure the Homeland and our international borders. The programs were built from the ground up with a holistic approach to a problem presented to Angelo State faculty by senior members of the U.S. Border Patrol, U.S. Customs and Border Protection Air and Marine, and several Texas county sheriffs. Input was also garnered from the Drug Enforcement Agency, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and local emergency managers. The educational programs are delivered to the students through an online and asynchronous offering. The program includes courses in human and narcotics trafficking, transnational crime, emergency management and disaster preparedness, cyber security, terrorism and counter-terrorism, border and maritime security, ethics, and a wide variety of homeland security-associated legal topics. Every class is offered online in a 2-year cycle, with core courses offered annually. Some courses are concurrently offered on campus.

Dr. Phelps is attending the Emergency Management Institute Higher Education Conference to present Angelo State University’s teaching approach towards developing critical thinking skills in its students, and to garner knowledge to improve the program through the experiences of other attendees.
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