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Dr. Tom Phelan is the Program Director of Emergency and Disaster Management, Fire Science, and Explosive Ordnance Disposal with the American Public University System’s (APUS) School of Public Safety and Health.

Dr. Phelan has consulted for public and private organizations as president of Strategic Teaching Associates, Inc., in the United Kingdom, India, Sri Lanka, Singapore, New Zealand, Canada, and across the United States. He is a member of the National Disaster Medical System/Disaster Mortuary Operational Response Team (DMORT); the Editorial Advisory Board of Disaster Recovery Journal; and the Advisory Board of the Canadian Centre of Emergency Preparedness. Dr. Phelan is a founding member of the Department of Homeland Security, and a member of the International Association of Emergency Managers, and Private & Public Businesses, Inc. (PPBI).

Dr. Phelan earned his doctorate from Syracuse University, and continues to investigate links between emergency management and business continuity planning, emergency management as a profession, and transitions from school to work for APUS graduates. He was presented with the New York State Senate Liberty Award for his service as a responder with DMORT at Ground Zero on 9/11, and the Best Practices Award from PPBI for his service in Sri Lanka following the Indian Ocean tsunami. His book is Emergency Management and Tactical Response Operations: Bridging the Gap.
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