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Dr. Donald R. McLellan is the Chief of Staff and Emergency Manager with the City of Lake Angelus Police Department. He retired in 2005 from the Oakland County Sheriff’s Office, Michigan, as captain and division commander for the Emergency Response and Preparedness (ERP) Division, which is also a liaison position to the Oakland County Emergency Management Unit, where he served as deputy administrator. As the commander of ERP, Dr. McLellan was also responsible for homeland security and terrorism. He served with the sheriff’s office from February 1975 to April 2005. In his 30 years, he served in patrol, traffic, alcohol enforcement, corrections, detective, marine, courts, emergency preparedness, and training assignments.

Since 1980, Dr. McLellan has been teaching topics including management, supervision, radar, report writing, civil emergency response, unified incident command, critical incident management, media relations, criminal justice leadership, marine safety, and scuba dive rescue. He also teaches traffic enforcement, community relations, administration, deviant behavior response, resource allocation, emergency management, and police communications at various colleges and universities. Dr. McLellan has been an adjunct instructor for the Federal Emergency Management Agency since 1988, teaching the Incident Command System Train-the-Trainer course and the Integrated Emergency Management Course: Hazardous Materials, Earthquake, Hurricane, All Hazards, and Terrorism programs. He is a lead instructor with the International Association of Chiefs of Police where he teaches Critical Incident Management and Physical and Psychological Aspects of Police Shootings. Dr. McLellan is a faculty member at Walden University; he continues to teach and consult as an expert witness in these areas as well as use of force, in-custody death, and police procedure.

In his tenure as a police officer, Dr. McLellan has had operational assignments at tornadoes; explosions; plane crashes (including NW #255 with 156 fatalities); police shootings; the Royal Oak (Michigan) Post Office shooting (10 victims, 5 fatalities); the Ford Wixom shooting; serial killers; and 5 Jack Kevorkian homicide scenes. He has also served in ancillary assignments in the Tactical Unit, Honor Guard, and Scuba Dive Rescue Team.

Dr. McLellan was instrumental in conducting vulnerability assessments and continuity of operations in Oakland County using training he received from both Sandia and Texas A&M on businesses and governmental sites and has continued this since his retirement. He is still an active member of the Local Emergency Planning Committee; Airborne Tactical Advantage Company; and a board member of the Oakland County Crisis Response Organization for Critical Incident Stress Management.

Dr. McLellan is a graduate of the 151st session of the Federal Bureau of Investigation National Academy (1987). He holds a Certified Protection Professional (CPP) distinction from the American Society of Industrial Security; a Professional Emergency Manager (PEM) from the State of Michigan; and a Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) from the International Association of Emergency Managers. He has completed an 80-hour instructor development course and 3 VA courses from Sandia and Texas A&M. He holds a B.S. in political science from Wayne State University (1978), an M.A. in criminal justice from the University of Detroit (1982), and a Ph.D. in applied management from Walden University (1998).
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