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Dr. James McDonald is the Program Chair and a Professor in the Criminal Justice Technology A.S. degree program at Valencia College. Valencia College is a State college in Florida (formerly a community college) that serves a very large and diverse population in the Orlando metropolitan area. The college consists of 5 campuses spread throughout Orange and Osceola Counties, and has a credit enrollment of 59,018 students, with an unduplicated headcount of 65,547 students. In 2011, Valencia College was awarded the first annual Aspin Prize for Community College Excellence by the Aspin Institute. In addition, Valencia College has the distinction of being ranked #1 among
2-year institutions and #3 among 2- and 4-year colleges and universities in the number of Associate degrees awarded (2009/2010 AY).

The Criminal Justice Technology A.S. degree program at Valencia College has 1,040 degree majors as of the spring 2012 term. Due to a unique Direct Connect relationship with the University of Central Florida (UCF) and an A.S. to B.S. articulation agreement between the schools, many of the Criminal Justice Technology program majors transfer to UCF to complete their baccalaureate degrees. 

In regard to homeland security curriculum, the college has partnered with the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) since 2010 to offer a sequence of three homeland security courses to TSA employees at the Orlando International Airport. Recently, the program was extended to include three Criminal Justice Technology courses for a total of six courses in the sequence. At this time, the college offers an A.S. degree in Cyber Security and will offer a B.S. degree in Cyber Security for the 2013/2014 academic year. In addition, the college is developing an A.S. degree in Homeland Security. Plans for a B.S. degree in Homeland Security will be developed later. The A.S. degree program is tentatively set to be offered for the 2013/2014 academic year, with the B.S. degree tentatively planned to start the following year.

Dr. McDonald’s goal for the conference is to network with colleagues from other institutions offering degrees in homeland security or emergency management in order to gather ideas for Valencia College’s programs. Moreover, he would like to learn more about adding emergency management curriculum to the college’s proposed homeland security degrees. Though Dr. McDonald does not believe Valencia College will add a degree focusing exclusively on emergency management, he does foresee adding emergency management courses as electives or bundled as a technical certificate to the programs.
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