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Mr. Arthur A. “Art” Liberty is an Adjunct Associate Professor of Emergency Management and Homeland Security for The Graduate School of Science at the University of Maryland University College (UMUC). He is involved in developing courses for and teaching in UMUC’s Master of Science in Emergency Management Program. He also teaches and has developed courses for the Master of Science in Homeland Security Management Program.
Mr. Liberty has a professional background that has given him a broad basis in emergency management and homeland security. This experience not only encompasses a variety of component fields (law enforcement, medical, aviation, emergency preparedness, etc.), but the levels of experience range from first responder, training officer, field supervisor, and division manager to senior executive in the Federal government. These experiences began in the early 1970s, when he served as a U.S. Navy Hospital Corpsman and Registered Emergency Medical Technician.

Mr. Liberty has been a local and Federal law enforcement officer; trauma and critical care nurse; search and rescue pilot; counter drug and disaster relief aircrew member; and Air Operations Branch director. He has also served as a board member of a county emergency management agency. He has developed courses and taught subjects ranging from emergency medical technology to writing an investigative plan, and from the use of airborne hyperspectral imaging in disaster response to strategic management. Mr. Liberty is currently employed by a cabinet-level agency of the Federal government stationed in the Midwest.
The UMUC Graduate Emergency Management Program is designed for individuals who intend to assume greater management responsibility in helping communities reduce vulnerability to hazards and cope with disasters in both private and public settings. Students gain an essential understanding of the entire vision, mission, and principles of emergency management, with an emphasis on leadership, management, use of technology, and cross-agency collaboration.

The curriculum covers management theories and their applications, and emergency management-related research including interpreting hazard, vulnerability, and risk-related data and literature. Courses also explore the major principles of this cross-disciplinary field that integrates all activities necessary to build, sustain, and improve the ability to mitigate against, prepare for, respond to, and recover from threatened or actual natural disasters, acts of terrorism, or other manmade disasters.
Mr. Liberty is attending the Higher Education Conference to broaden his knowledge of all-hazards crisis and emergency management higher education. He plans to network and meet colleagues in this specialized area of education from throughout the country, and hopes to make some new friends.
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