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Sheriff Kem Kimbrough is a long-time resident of Clayton County, having moved there in 1999. He graduated magna cum laude from Morehouse College in Atlanta in 1994. He received his juris doctor from Emory University School of Law, also in Atlanta, in 2000, and he was admitted to the practice of law the same year. After a distinguished career as both a law enforcement officer and an attorney, Sheriff Kimbrough was elected in 2008 and took office as the 21st Sheriff of Clayton County on January 1, 2009.

Sheriff Kimbrough’s law enforcement career extends more than 16 years and reflects multiple assignments, with ever-increasing responsibilities, including the management of personnel, policies, and fiscal resources. One of his most important career benchmarks was managing the Internal Affairs Unit of the Clayton County Sheriff’s Office; this unit was tasked with thoroughly investigating allegations of misconduct brought against government officials/employees. His focus was on establishing the facts, making recommendations based upon the totality of the findings, and ensuring transparency. Since being elected Clayton’s 21st Sheriff, he has streamlined operations with an emphasis on operational performance, fiscal efficiency and, most importantly, customer service.
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