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Mr. James W. Keck currently serves as Faculty in the Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness Program of the Wilder School of Public Policy and Administration at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) in Richmond, Virginia, where he teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in Emergency Management. In addition, he is a consultant with the Performance Management Group at VCU, where he provides management consulting for public-sector organizations. VCU offers a bachelor’s degree in Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness as well as a master’s degree and graduate certificate.

In August 2008, Mr. Keck retired from the Virginia Department of Emergency Management (VDEM), after serving 4 years as the deputy agency head. In this role, he was responsible for administrative divisions including finance; procurement; budget; accounting; general services; Federal homeland security grants; human resources; information technology; and recovery and mitigation. Mr. Keck also managed the agency strategic planning process, agency internal budget development, and development of State budget decision packages. He worked with the Governor’s Office and the General Assembly on legislative bills and State policy, while serving as a member of the VDEM executive leadership team. 

Prior to his work with VDEM, Mr. Keck served as assistant division administrator for the Security and Emergency Management Division and as assistant division administrator for the Maintenance Division for the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT). In these roles, Mr. Keck conducted business impact analysis and risk assessments for the development of the VDOT central office Continuity of Operations plan. He directed the development of the Critical Infrastructure Information (CII) Program and managed the cyber security programs to assure protection of CII data and personal privacy data.

In addition, Mr. Keck has served in various roles in the health administration field including: administrator for the Dalton Oncology Clinic at the Medical College of Virginia Hospitals; associate administrator; and director of Ambulatory Care, chief financial officer, chief information officer, director of Facilities and Planning, and unit commander while in the United States Air Force (USAF). Mr. Keck retired from the USAF Medical Service Corp after 21 years of service. His career included service in Saudi Arabia as the chief medical administrative officer for the Air Force, following hostile activities during the Gulf War.

Mr. Keck has taught health economics as an adjunct faculty member at San Francisco University in San Francisco, California. He also currently serves as the executive director for the Virginia Emergency Management Association, a professional organization for emergency managers in Virginia.

Mr. Keck has a B.S. in business administration and economics from the University of La Verne and a master’s of health administration from the Medical College of Virginia at Virginia Commonwealth University.

Mr. Keck is attending the Emergency Management Higher Education Conference to network with others teaching in emergency management and to gain insights into best practices and methods for teaching in this field.
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