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Mr. Eliot A. Jennings is a Ph.D. Candidate in Public Administration and Management, with a concentration in Emergency Management, at the University of North Texas. His dissertation will be an empirical examination of factors that influence the acceptance and use of decision support technology in disaster response by emergency managers at the local level. Other research interests include Emergency Operations Center (EOC) design and operations, hurricane operations and planning, and emergency management education. 
Mr. Jennings has been published in The Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management and is the co-author of a forthcoming chapter on Corporate Social Responsibility in Emergency Management. He has presented his research and practitioner perspectives at The State of Texas Emergency Management Conference; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Hurricane Conference; The National Hurricane Conference; Texas Association of State Senior College and University Business Officers Conference; American Society for Public Administration District IV Conference; Western Political Science Association Conference; Federal Emergency Management Agency Region VI Mitigation Conference; and the International Research Committee on Disasters Researchers Meeting.
Mr. Jennings spent 10 years in the U.S. Navy Nuclear Power Program, serving aboard the USS Georgia (Trident class submarine) and as an instructor at the Nuclear Power Training Unit, Ballston Spa, New York. While in the Navy, he developed an interest in emergency management activities related to shipboard casualties and community planning for radiological incidents. Upon leaving the Navy, Mr. Jennings obtained his bachelor’s degree from the University of North Texas in Emergency Administration and Planning (EADP).
Mr. Jennings’s career took him to Galveston County, where he spent 4 years as the Operations and Planning coordinator in the Galveston County Office of Emergency Management. He then spent 4 years as the Emergency Management coordinator for the city of Galveston. He returned to Galveston County as the Emergency Management coordinator prior to returning to the University of North Texas to pursue graduate school. During his tenure in the Galveston area, he worked five Presidential disaster declarations. He has currently spent 6 years at the University of North Texas as a lecturer and EOC coordinator in the EADP program, teaching 9 different emergency management courses at the undergraduate level.
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