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Mr. Leon Jackson is the Facility Manager at Dine College. Dine College is located in northeastern Arizona near the Four Corners National Monument area. It is situated in the Chuska Mountain Range at about 7,200 feet. It is one of the five Navajo Tribal entities and is located on the Navajo Indian Reservation. Dine College has been in existence since 1968 and serves approximately 2,000 students. The main campus is located in the community of Tsaile, Arizona, and has seven outlying campuses throughout the reservation. Satellite campuses are located in Shiprock and Crownpoint, New Mexico; and Kayenta, Tuba City, Ganado, Window Rock, and Chinle, Arizona.

The college residential program houses 300 students on the main campus. There are 76 staff/faculty apartments on the main campus and 14 apartments at the Shiprock campus. Due to the remote location of the main campus, emergency services are 30 miles away from the campus. There is a clinic located next to the college, but the hours are limited to business hours. Although there are two communities in the area, they don’t have emergency services. The main campus is also located in the Navajo Nation Forest, which is prone to wildland fires.

Currently, there is a draft Emergency Response Plan in place; however, this plan is flawed and needs to be designed so that it’s all-inclusive. It also needs to have specific names associated with the various responsibilities associated with Emergency Response. Dine College has a draft Emergency Response Plan, but not all faculty/staff/administrators are familiar with it. It is Mr. Jackson’s goal to help fine-tune the draft Emergency Response Plan and disseminate this to the college. Based on this plan, it is also a goal of the college to work toward training college employees so they are familiar with the protocols listed in the plan should an actual emergency occur within or in the immediate vicinity of the campus.

The information gathered at the Higher Education Conference will be used toward finalizing the Emergency Response Plan so that it is all-inclusive when it comes to the common types of emergencies that require the activation of the Emergency Response Team for the college. Mr. Jackson hopes to gather information from the conference that will allow Dine College to finalize its Emergency Response Plan.
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