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Dr. Rosa A. Gonzalez is the Chair of the Emergency Management/Fire Protection Technology Department at SUNY Erie Community College. She is also president and principal engineer of RGONZALEZ CONSULTING INC. She manages the day-to-day operation of the company including business and financial operations, strategic planning, capital expenditure, and coordination with potential consultants. Dr. Gonzalez has extensive experience in project management, regulatory compliance, and monitoring of all scientific programs, which include environment, safety and health, emergency management, radiation protection, health physics, biological weapons, and nuclear facility operations. She taught for 12 years at Florida International University in the Mechanical Engineering Department, developing curriculum and lesson plans for thermodynamics, energy systems, fluid flow, heat transfer, strength of materials, etc.

Dr. Gonzalez served as the corporate technical adviser for the Florida Power and Light Company (FPL), responsible for the development of all training programs specifically related to safety analysis, mitigating core damage, consequence assessments, and emergency response for nuclear power plants. She participated in the FPL, St. Lucie Nuclear power plant, first U.S. Full Participation (Field) Exercise. Dr. Gonzalez has provided support and expertise in the development, implementation, and management of programs to ensure compliance with contractual obligations for emergency management; radiation protection; management assessment; radiation protection laboratory’s quality assurance and quality control; training; radiological and non-radiological hazards and consequences assessment; and waste management. She acted as key liaison with Federal, State, and local officials to ensure compliance with DOE, EPA, OSHA, and NRC.

Dr. Gonzalez was chair of the DOE TRADE Emergency Management Issues Special Group, a nationwide activity, for 5 years. Her expertise has been critical in the planning and execution of DOE conferences, including the positions of conference chair, workshop facilitator, and conference presenter. Her expertise has also been critical in the planning and execution of DOE Emergency Management Special Interest Group (EMSIG) conferences and workshops. She held the positions of conference chair, workshops facilitator, and conference presenter. As EMSIG chair, she was responsible for the planning and coordination of workshops and topical sessions of conferences. Dr. Gonzalez made presentations on topics such as emergency public information, hazards and consequences assessment, site evacuation planning and response, and crisis management. 

Dr. Gonzalez was one of the qualified instructors responsible for presenting the Emergency Management in the DOE System course throughout the DOE complex. She was responsible for training the WVDP Emergency Response Organization and off-site emergency organizations, including hospital personnel, fire departments, State emergency management organizations, county police, and on- and off-site HAZMAT teams. She trained on- and off-site organizations about their roles and responsibilities as controllers, evaluators, and observers during the conduct of major exercises. Dr. Gonzalez was responsible for the coordination of the DOE national response assets to support the WVDP at the request of DOE, coordinating emergency response support for the following programs: Radiological Assistance Plan; Federal Radiological Monitoring and Assessment Center; and Atmospheric Release Advisory Capability.

Dr. Gonzalez has authored several publications including Statistical Analysis of Neutron Activation and Nuclear Plant Operations Training Program/Study of Human Factors. She is the co-author of several DOE TRADE publications: Crisis Management, Emergency Management Glossary, Emergency Management Training Guide, and Emergency Management in the DOE System. She works on many committees and advisory boards in academic, non-profits, and local governmental agencies, currently serving on the Erie County Environmental Management Council and Erie Community College Public Safety Task Force. Dr. Gonzalez also serves in the New York State Governor’s Regional Economic Development Council. 
Dr. Gonzalez holds a B.S. and M.E. in nuclear engineering science from the University of Florida, and a Ph.D. in engineering management from Southwest University. The city of Buffalo, Common Council, New York State Assembly, U.S. Congress, and SUNY Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers have recognized Dr. Gonzalez for her time and efforts donated to the Western New York community and for her attempts to inspire young Latinos of the next generation. She has received several awards including: SUNY Outstanding Woman of the Year in Engineering; DOE TRADE, Service Recognition Award; the ZONTA Yellow Rose Award; and the Erie County Leadership Award.
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