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Mr. Ali Gheith is the Program Director of the Emergency and Disaster Management Master’s Degree Program at the Metropolitan College of New York in New York City. He joined Project Liberty, a New York-based support organization, immediately after the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. While there, Mr. Gheith provided outreach to union workers at Ground Zero, addressed the special needs of vulnerable populations, and trained counselors on methods of providing culturally appropriate disaster mental health services to diverse New York City communities. 

While working as a senior research assistant at Columbia University, Mr. Gheith conducted the first-known research on the mental health needs of New York Muslims and the role of the imams in the day-to-day lives of American-Muslim communities. In early 2003, he joined the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene as a coordinator of Population Based Resilience. He has responded to every major crisis in New York since 9/11. In 2010, he was assigned as regional coordinator for a citywide H1N1 vaccine campaign effort to inoculate New Yorkers. 

Mr. Gheith has a Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) credential from the International Association of Emergency Managers. He also has a certificate in advanced studies and research in international organizations from Long Island University. Mr. Gheith is the recipient of the New York City Distinguished Service Award for his work with community and faith leaders across New York City. He’s also a visiting professor of emergency and disaster management at the Universidad Autonoma de Chile in Santiago, Chile, South America. 

Mr. Gheith is hoping to network with professionals in the Emergency Management field and learn best practices.

The Master’s of Public Administration in Emergency and Disaster Management is an advanced degree program, which opens new career tracks for recent college graduates as well as those looking to change careers, and further develops the knowledge base of professionals already working in the field. This highly specialized degree covers the planning, project management, logistics, response, relief, recovery, and economics associated with managing emergency situations. This is a 16-month master’s degree requiring completion of 45 credits during 4 semesters of study. Included in the tuition and curriculum is an on-site study component, which consists of a 10–12-day on-site excursion. Most recently, the students visited Chile and Istanbul. Students are also taught the principles of international emergency management. Please see the clip at http://youtube/NifKJIx8mSY.

To accommodate working professionals, classes meet on Friday evenings and Saturdays. Most classes are taught by CEM-credentialed faculty members who are active emergency managers. This unique program integrates the college’s Purpose-Centered System of Education, where students develop actual comprehensive emergency management plans that function as a real-world consulting assignment. This is done as a group project, with the students working together to develop a single, comprehensive emergency management plan for an actual non-profit organization. The professor serves as “Project Manager,” and students are assigned particular responsibilities based on their expertise and availability. 

For more information, please visit http://www.mcny.edu/publicaffairs/mpa_emergency.php.
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