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Mr. Dan M. Gentry is currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree through American Military University’s (AMU) Emergency and Disaster Management Program. He has an extensive background in public and community service, which ranges from professional to volunteer positions throughout his career. Starting in ground search and rescue and wilderness survival at the age of 15 with the Civil Air Patrol, Mr. Gentry continued to serve his local community throughout his school years, developing leadership and emergency services skills at a young age. As an adult, he earned certifications in his home State of Ohio as an EMT and Firefighter. As a Firefighter/EMT, Mr. Gentry continued his education and earned specialized certifications in areas such as arson investigation, urban search and rescue instructor, first aid/CPR instructor, and many more. He also continued his service through Civil Air Patrol as an adult leader, where he was given the honor of serving as a squadron commander on a major military installation, as the Group Ground Operations officer. He was given the opportunity to assist the Exercise Plans and Programs Office in the development and execution of emergency and disaster plans and exercises on Wright-Patterson Air Force Base as a volunteer. Because of his outstanding service through the program, Mr. Gentry has received several awards and honors such as the Civil Air Patrol Exceptional Service award. 

More recently, Mr. Gentry attended the Sinclair Community College Police Academy in Ohio, where he earned his certification as a police officer. During the academy, he was given a letter of merit for honorable service and was honored as the “class representative” at graduation. Following the police academy, Mr. Gentry began to serve as a police officer in Ohio, where he worked his way to a position as a shift officer-in-charge. Recently, he moved to the Washington, DC, area, and decided to further his education with AMU in its Emergency and Disaster Management Program in hopes that he can continue to serve his community, State, and Nation in a more expanded and involved role. 

The Bachelor of Arts in Emergency and Disaster Management Program through AMU is designed to help prepare students for careers in emergency management and public safety. This program introduces students to the all-hazards approach, emergency and disaster management phases, risk assessment, prevention and management, counter-terrorism, consequence management, mitigation, and recovery. AMU’s Emergency and Disaster Management Program is accredited by the Foundation of Higher Education for Disaster and Emergency Management and Homeland Security.

While attending the Emergency Management Institute’s 15th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference as a Student Volunteer, Mr. Gentry hopes to continue to further his education in an operational context by hearing the presentations and speaking with presenters and attendees. He also hopes to network and learn from professionals who are currently operating within the field of Emergency and Disaster Management. Additionally, the opportunity to network and gain perspective from other students will be of great benefit. The chance to attend this distinguished conference will continue to benefit students and professionals for years to come. 
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