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Mr. Terrence B. (Terry) Downes is Executive Director of the Program on Homeland Security and Emergency Management at Middlesex Community College (MCC) in Massachusetts. The largest of Massachusetts’s 15 public community colleges, MCC maintains an urban campus in downtown Lowell, and a suburban campus in Bedford. It enrolls approximately 23,000 students in its varied academic, credit and non-credit, and enrichment courses. The college has a long history of educating and training first responders, and offers associate degrees in criminal justice, fire protection, and safety technology. MCC participates in the Department of Homeland Security/Transportation Security Administration Collegiate Education Program as a member of the Global Corporate College consortium; offers training in emergency medical technology; and hosts the regional police academy.

The Program on Homeland Security and Emergency Management was founded in 2005 to address the information and training needs of first responders and related professionals. It identifies emerging and on-going challenges to the first responder community, convening conferences and symposia to address those issues. Initiatives and conferences have included the “2012 Upper Merrimack Valley Medical Reserve Corps Annual Training Day”; “IED Awareness Training for Police and Fire Personnel”; “IED Awareness Training for EMS, and Pre-Hospital Treatment of IED Blast Patients”; “Preventing Opioid Overdoses”; “Electronic Credentials Security Initiative: July 4 Celebrations–Boston, 2008 and 2009”; and the MCC/Center for Homeland Defense and Security’s “Greater Lowell Homeland Security Executive Education Seminar.” Many programs are conducted in partnership with Federal, State, and local agencies, and regional hospitals and health organizations. Eighteen hundred professionals have attended at least one conference or symposium.

A lawyer and adjunct professor at Suffolk University Law School in Boston, Mr. Downes is a former Middlesex County Assistant District Attorney, former adjunct faculty member at the University of Massachusetts at Lowell, and former clerk/magistrate (served more than 20 years) in the Massachusetts District Courts. He was appointed by Governor Mitt Romney, and reappointed by Governor Deval Patrick, to the Board of Trustees of the Tewksbury Hospital, a Massachusetts Department of Public Health long-term care and rehabilitation hospital for adults with complex medical and psychiatric diagnoses.

Attending the EMI Higher Education Conference is a highlight of the academic year, bringing together experts and practitioners from across the country and around the world. The opportunity to learn from presenters and fellow attendees is much appreciated.
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