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Dr. Blaine P. Connor is the Director of Academic Programs at the University of Pittsburgh’s College of General Studies. His responsibilities include program development, program assessment, and oversight of the College of General Studies online program. He helped create the college’s Certificate in National Preparedness and Homeland Security, and he worked with the Pennsylvania Region 13 Higher-Education Task Force to create and promote a spectrum of offerings from associate- to graduate-level. He is a member of the University Professional and Continuing Education Association. 

Dr. Connor earned his Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Pittsburgh. His principal research, funded in part by a Fulbright-Hays Fellowship, was an ethnographic investigation of work-family balance issues faced by Japanese public school teachers subject to a transfer policy which made periodic relocation mandatory. He has also researched natural disaster refugees, religion, ritual, aging, elder care, and health/well-being, and maintains an interest in these areas. 

Dr. Connor is the convener of the 23rd Japan Anthropology Workshop conference, to be held in Pittsburgh March 7–9, 2013, and is a past affiliate of Japan’s National Museum of Ethnology. He has taught undergraduate courses related to anthropology, Japan, and undergraduate research at the University of Pittsburgh. He also taught English to Japanese high school, junior high school, and elementary school students for 3 years as part of the Japan Exchange and Teaching Program. 
In addition to teaching, Dr. Connor worked as a student advisor in the Anthropology Department and in outreach for the Asian Studies Center, both at Pitt. Outside of education, he worked as a consultant to help businesses design, implement, and earn certification for ISO 9001 and QS-9000-compliant quality management systems. 
Dr. Connor has an M.A. in English from the University at Buffalo, a B.A. in philosophy from Dartmouth College, and he studied at the Inter-University Center for Japanese Language Studies in Yokohama as a Blakemore Foundation Fellow. 

Certificate in National Preparedness and Homeland Security 

Launched in Fall 2010 and created through a partnership with the University’s Center for National Preparedness, this 18-credit certificate focuses on the analytical and managerial aspects of preparedness and is designed to help train both future and current professionals to handle emergencies as leaders in business, government, and non-profit agencies. It is evidence-based, analytical, systems-of-systems-oriented, and visual; its approach is discussed in a February 2012 Homeland Security Affairs article by program directors, Carey Balaban and Ken Sochats, and their colleagues, Donald Donahue and Stephen Cunnion, from the Potomac Institute. Students can take advantage of Pitt’s broad expertise in preparedness, featured in a March Pitt Chronicle article. 

Dr. Connor is attending the conference to share information about the program and its partnerships, and to learn about the work of others. His aim is to bring back tools and ideas to enhance the program, helping its students to thrive in the field and to better serve their communities in the process. 
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