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Mr. Stephen S. Carter is the Academic Director and Associate Professor of Emergency Management, Fire Service Administration, and Homeland Security at the University of Maryland University College (UMUC) in Adelphi, Maryland. He joined UMUC full-time in 2006 to coordinate the existing fire science major and to develop two new majors. He has more than 45 years of experience in emergency management and emergency services delivery including 19 years on the faculty of the University of Maryland, Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute; service as senior staff of Johns Hopkins University assigned to the Maryland Emergency Management Agency; and 5 years as a rural Arizona fire chief.
Mr. Carter holds an undergraduate degree in psychology from Thiel College and an M.S. in management with a specialty in State and local government from UMUC. He is currently completing the UMUC Doctor of Management Program.

UMUC initiated an undergraduate Homeland Security major and an undergraduate Emergency Management major in the fall of 2007. The undergraduate online majors support the Homeland Security specialty and the Emergency Management specialty of the UMUC Graduate School in the Master’s of Science in Management, Master’s of Science in Information Technology, and the Master’s of Science in Technology Management. The undergraduate majors are complemented by related majors in fire service administration, criminal justice, information assurance, investigative forensics, and environmental management. UMUC is one of 11 colleges and universities in the University Systems of Maryland, which is accredited by the Commission on Higher Education of the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools. (http://www.umuc.edu/spotlight/hsm.html)

The Homeland Security degree covers the development of the discipline and analysis of current issues, preparing students with the leadership knowledge and skills required for domestic and international security professions, such as: homeland security, international and domestic terrorism prevention, infrastructure protection, strategic planning for security, international relations, intelligence operations and evaluation, and program management. The major had more than 860 enrollments for the 2012 spring semester. 

The Emergency Management degree emphasizes the preparation for, response to, recovery from, and mitigation of disasters and events of various magnitude and impact. The curriculum is designed to provide the new emergency services manager, as well as the experienced professional, with the knowledge and skills to be a leader in emergency management in both government and industry. The major had 330 enrollments for the 2012 spring semester.

UMUC faculty support and attend the annual Emergency Management Institute Higher Education Program in order to learn from the experiences of colleagues, and to share successes and challenges.
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