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Mr. Clenaure C. Carter is a United States Air Force (USAF) veteran who has served since he was 18. During the unfortunate natural disaster of Hurricane Katrina along the Gulf Coast, he was deployed to Jackson, Mississippi, along with the 66RQS Rescue Unit. That week was horrendous as the unit tried to help American citizens displaced by the devastating natural disaster. The images of the people he helped and the lives he saved will forever be embedded in Mr. Carter’s memories. That week, he had the opportunity to serve America side-by-side with great organizations like the Red Cross and some of America’s finest employees from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Working next to FEMA during that time left a lasting impression.

In 2010, Mr. Carter was medically discharged from the USAF. Realizing his military career was coming to an end, he decided to use the GI Bill to pursue a higher education degree. Mulling over his next career decisions and what major to pursue, the memories of the individuals he met in Mississippi and Louisiana played in his mind. As the memories of Katrina started to resurrect in his memories, a friendly face came back to him—it was the face of a FEMA worker he had met. At that moment, it came to him, and he knew what to do: pursue an education in homeland security so that one day, he could help others exactly the way that friendly FEMA worker did that day.

Mr. Carter believes in helping citizens and, after his military experience ended, he decided to attend Herzing University in Atlanta, Georgia. He was drawn to Herzing because the Emergency Management/Homeland Security Program offers both online and campus classes, and it is FEMA- and Department of Homeland Security-approved. Herzing offers Introduction to Fire Science and Emergency Management, Introduction to Homeland Security, Domestic and International Terrorism, Critical Incident Stress Management, and more. 

Mr. Carter’s goal at the conference is to learn more in the area of emergency management from the best emergency managers across America. He wants to learn more about FEMA and some of the components that help create services for America’s citizens. FEMA is composed of more than just emergency helpers; other areas include administration, law enforcement, fire services, medical services, and more. Attending the conference will help him to learn more about his career options from citizens that work in these fields and be able to set new career and educational goals. 
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