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Dr. Robert T. Berry has been the Principal Instructor of the Residential and Online Emergency and Disaster Management (EDM) B.S. Degree Program at Western Carolina University (WCU) in Cullowhee, North Carolina, since August 2003. The interest in the WCU online EDM B.S. degree (the only one in the State of North Carolina) continues to grow along with the increase in the number of students and applicants. Dr. Berry is interested in exchanging ideas, comparing curriculum, and gaining feedback concerning the future of the emergency management field. He is concerned about academic and professional relationships, leadership issues, career opportunities for future emergency management program graduates, and the future direction of the emergency management profession in terms of policy, funding, and the setting of priorities. His research interests are focused on the theory and application of effective emergency management policy implementation and analysis.
Dr. Berry served more than 17 years with the Nevada State Division of Emergency Management. He served in various supervisory capacities in private sector manufacturing, quality assurance, and highway and ocean transportation. He is also a former New Jersey Municipal Court administrator. Dr. Berry holds a B.S. in business administration, with a major in economics, from Fairleigh Dickinson University; an M.S. in transportation management and law from the University of Tennessee–Knoxville; and an MPA/Ph.D. in political science, public administration, and public policy from the University of Reno–Nevada.
The Emergency and Disaster Management Program at WCU provides a foundation in the four phases of emergency management as well as coursework in national security issues. This distance education program combines synchronous and asynchronous content including opportunities to participate in a virtual disaster functional exercise. All are designed to better prepare each student to understand the theoretical and the practical application of his/her studies in the field.
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