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Mr. Daniel A. Berkman is a recent graduate student at the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, where his focus was in risk communication and disaster management. He is attending the Emergency Management Institute’s Higher Education Conference to present his thesis on wildland fire education as well as to network for potential jobs. His ideal position would be based in Washington, DC, with a focus in risk communication and educating the public or future generations about natural disasters. 

Mr. Berkman’s interest in disaster management began when he volunteered in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, where he saw the importance of being prepared for potential disasters, especially those related to climate change. He graduated from Middlebury College in February 2007 with a joint degree in geology and geography. Mr. Berkman’s undergraduate studies allowed him to gain perspective on why natural events occur and how response efforts are planned and executed, particularly for populations and places most vulnerable to disasters. For 3 years after college, Mr. Berkman taught ninth-grade Earth Science at the Edmund Burke School in Washington, DC. While teaching, he created an interactive curriculum to accommodate a variety of different learning styles and became an effective communicator.
At the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies, Mr. Berkman has pursued an interdisciplinary curriculum, including coursework in public health, statistics, and economics in order to enhance his analytical and quantitative skills. Although the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies does not have a specific disaster management program, he established a student interest group about disasters named Risk Reduction, Adaptation and Disasters. Mr. Berkman was also a teaching assistant for a class entitled Climate Change: Impacts, Adaptation and Mitigation. As a teaching assistant and leader of the student interest group, he helped convince his peers and colleagues that disasters were very connected to their areas of academic focus. 

Since June 2011, Mr. Berkman has combined his interests in education, science, and policy into research on wildland fire management for the National Park Service and Rocky Mountain Research Station. His research has focused on identifying the best educational techniques for communicating wildland fire risks to different populations. Mr. Berkman has analyzed more than 100 peer-reviewed articles and interviewed 45 fire specialists in order to create a user-friendly handbook for fire managers. He intends to use his wildland fire research as a framework for approaching other emergency management preparedness and response events.

Mr. Berkman believes this conference reflects his experiences and interests in teaching about disasters to different populations, and he looks forward to learning from others in this field. 
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