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Mr. Paul J. Benyeda is a Training Specialist with the Preparedness Branch of the Emergency Management Institute (EMI), a position he has held since November 2009. From July 2007 to November 2009, he was a member of the Integrated Emergency Management Branch. Prior to that, he was a Disaster Assistance Employee for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Disaster Field Training Operations. In June 2008, Mr. Benyeda received the International Association of Emergency Managers Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) designation. He has completed EMI’s Master Trainer Program and Master Exercise Practitioner Program, and he recently completed EMI’s National Emergency Management Academy.
Before joining FEMA, Mr. Benyeda was the State Training Officer for the Connecticut Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security. He was responsible for the coordination of all federally funded training programs for the State, and he conducted training in various emergency management topics for State departments and municipalities. His duties also included coordination of the statewide exercise program. 

Before joining the Connecticut Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, Mr. Benyeda was the emergency management technician (coordinator) for the Manchester Fire – Rescue – EMS Department, developing and implementing disaster preparedness and response plans for the town of Manchester, Connecticut. He introduced the Community Emergency Response Team Program to the community; developed a Special Needs database and held the position of secretary and then vice chairman for the Capital Region Emergency Planning Committee; and was the chairman of Emergency Support Function #16 (Volunteer Management) and of the Capitol Region Citizen Corps Council.

Before joining the Manchester Fire – Rescue – EMS Department, Mr. Benyeda was in the nuclear power industry for more than 25 years. He held a U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Senior Reactor Operators License for Millstone Unit 1. He also was the assistant to the Unit 1 Operations manager; assistant supervisor of Operator Training; and project manager for the Program and Process Reduction Project for Millstone 1’s decommissioning. Mr. Benyeda served in the U.S. Navy, where he was qualified in submarines and as Engineering Watch supervisor on board the USS Nautilus SSN 571. Prior to moving to Manchester, Connecticut, Mr. Benyeda was vice chairman of the Public Safety Commission in Montville, Connecticut, for many years.

Mr. Benyeda holds a B.S. in nuclear industrial operations from the University of Memphis, and he is currently pursuing a master’s in emergency management from Millersville (Pennsylvania) University. He holds an Amateur Radio License, call sign K1PJB.
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