DESTINY D. AMAN
Ph.D. Candidate
Department of Geography

Penn State University

University Park, Pennsylvania

dda118@psu.edu

http://destinyaman.com
Ms. Destiny D. Aman is a Geography Student at Penn State University, finishing her doctoral dissertation on the perception and communication of wildfire hazard in the wildland-urban interface. She is currently on fellowship in the Washington, DC, Metro Area, supported by the Association of American University Women and the Joint Fire Sciences Program.

Originally from Northern California, Ms. Aman has a great appreciation for the forested landscapes of the West. For her dissertation research, she employed qualitative methods to better understand how people create and relate to spaces of home, community, and nature. She argues that a more nuanced understanding of these social processes can help risk managers better connect and build trust with vulnerable residents, and ultimately reduce the costs of wildfire hazard for individuals, management organizations, and communities.

For her master’s degree, Ms. Aman used Geographic Information Systems and survey methods to explore the vulnerability of mobile home residents in rural Pennsylvania—with respect to their exposure to flooding hazards, and their general social vulnerability. Prior to attending graduate school, Ms. Aman spent 7 years in the non-profit sector, managing an international student exchange program.

Throughout her career, Ms. Aman has focused on improving communication between experts and the public, both in the field and in the classroom. She has won several university teaching awards. She currently serves as a Graduate Affiliate for the Schreyer Institute for Teaching Excellence at Penn State University, where she specializes in teaching with technology, effective STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) instruction, and teaching diverse learners.

Ms. Aman earned an A.A. from Santa Rosa Junior College, a B.A. in geography from Sonoma State University, and an M.S. in geography from Penn State University. She plans to defend her dissertation in December 2012, and is currently seeking a permanent position in the field of emergency management, beginning this summer. She hopes to apply her broad-based analytical and outreach experience toward improving stakeholder communication and reducing community vulnerability to natural hazards.
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