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Mr. Michael Agnew currently works as the Assistant Director for the Office of Security and Safety at New York Law School, where he oversees all day-to-day departmental operations, training programs, and emergency preparedness programs. He brings to the table his experience in working with students, volunteers, and response professionals on issues of security, safety, and emergency preparedness. Mr. Agnew also assists with coordinating security operations for high-profile events and visitors, which has previously included New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg; former U.S. Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff; the Honorable Judith Sheindlin “Judge Judy”; and the United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki‑moon. In addition, Mr. Agnew is a Health and Safety Instructor with the American Red Cross, teaching all professional and lay responder CPR and first-aid programs. He also works per-diem as a contract Exercise Planner with the Olson Group Ltd., where he has helped develop and conduct several full-scale disaster exercises along the East Coast. 

Mr. Agnew previously held positions with the New York City Office of Emergency Management as a Watch commander; the American Red Cross as senior coordinator for Disaster Drills and Exercises; and the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene’s Office of Emergency Preparedness and Response as a technical coordinator responsible for the department’s emergency notification system. 

Mr. Agnew holds a B.S. in public affairs from Indiana University’s School of Public and Environmental Affairs, and an M.P.A. in emergency and disaster management from the Metropolitan College of New York (MCNY). He is also a certified New York State Security Guard Instructor, a New York City Fire Department-certified Fire Safety Director, and has received extensive emergency management and security training from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Israeli Military Institute. 
New York Law School is one of the oldest independent law schools in the United States and was founded in 1891 by the faculty, students, and alumni of Columbia College Law School, led by the founding dean, Theodore Dwight, a major figure in the history of legal education. The law school campus encompasses one city block in Lower Manhattan and, in addition, operates a residence hall in New York City’s Lower East Side. The law school is made up of approximately 300 faculty and staff and approximately 1,750 students from the day and evening divisions, most of them entering right after college.

Mr. Agnew was invited by MCNY’s Master of Public Administration in Emergency and Disaster Management Program to the FEMA Higher Education Conference to be a co-presenter, discussing a partnership developed to help the law school update and maintain its emergency preparedness plans with the help of MCNY graduate students.
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