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	In 1983, there was only one university in the United States with an EM program and by 1995 there were five. As of 2012, there 199 university programs including 57 certificates, minors, and diplomas, 32 associate degrees, 34 bachelor degrees, 65 related masters programs, and 11 related doctoral programs. Recently, there has been a paradigm shift from government programs to government assistance programs in the U.S. There has been a change of focus from disaster response to hazard mitigation here and elsewhere. There is an increasing focus on long-term recovery and community resilience and greater attention to have been given to emergency management in other nations. 

	Crisis and Emergency Management is an interdisciplinary field that includes law enforcement, health, intelligence, international relations, engineering, social sciences, history, psychology, business, etc. Science and knowledge based approaches should be used in the EM curriculum. Interpersonal skills are more important than technical skills. The core competencies of the graduate level EM curriculum are identified as the following: research methods, analytical methods, dimensions of emergency management practice, political context, legal and regulatory aspects, technology and its application, planning theory, communication theory, management theory, and intergovernmental relations. 

	It is imperative to integrate emergency management research into emergency management instruction. First of all, scientists (including social, weather service, seismologists, meteorologists, geologists, oceanic and atmospheric) need to work together. Seeing a disaster unfold provides a better lesson than simply reading about it. It is also vital to apply research to emergency management. It is important to engage the “activists” and “champions” in drawing attention to reducing hazards. In order to integrate management research into emergency management instruction, organization and community resilience needs to be established as a policy goal. For example, The Department of Homeland Security is developing intelligent building evacuation technology, signage, and systems. 

	Effective EM curriculum will provide the student with the knowledge to effectively manage the consequences of natural, intentional, and technical disasters. It will also provide the student with the knowledge to navigate the complex emergency management framework, apply sophisticated technical systems to emergency management, understand the intergovernmental context so as to better manage emergencies, learn from past incidents to better prepare for future disasters, and to learn from renowned experts from fellow students. The curriculum can be broken down into four modules. Module one is concerned with the context for emergency and crisis management. Module two is concerned with the planning and preparation phases and Modules three and four are concerned with putting the knowledge into practice. 

	The foundation for higher education includes programs that prepare students to design, develop, and maintain compliant emergency management programs at all levels of government and through non-profit and private sectors. Interdisciplinary teaching approaches are preferred over cross-disciplinary or multidisciplinary approaches. Experts and researchers from all from many different fields of learning are brought together in the examination of a problem that is relevant to all of their approaches. Homeland Security programs tend to be offered online and hybrid programs rank higher with students. 


Integrate EM in Homeland Security
Linda Kiltz, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Public Administration
Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi
Corpus Christi, TX

	There are six steps of note to consider before launching an integrated program in Emergency Management and Homeland Security and they are: identify the program type (undergraduate, graduate, certification), determine the design principles, identify the learning outcomes, identify the more competencies and link these to specific courses, get faculty to teach courses (online, classroom, hybrid), and obtain administrative support and financing. The Core Competencies in an EM-HS graduate program are current threats, HS policy, organizations, and strategies, legal aspects of HS-EM, management and leadership, research and analytical methods, and technology and information systems. 

	An example of a BS in Homeland Security would include 16 core classes including those in Emergency Management, Exercise Design, and Risk Analysis. The two areas of concentration would include Emergency Management or Terrorism Studies. This program would include 120 credits. So, why integrate Homeland Security and Emergency Management? The answer is to ensure resilience to disasters. 

	There are numerous benefits of integrating Homeland Security and Emergency Management. First of all, we need to learn about Homeland Security and Emergency Management from multiple perspectives. It is also important to analyze problems in a more holistic manner and to enhance critical thinking, creativity, and learning skills. It is also important for courses to be developed by faculty from different disciplines. There are many challenges to interdisciplinary teaching. It is hard to create courses due to academic culture. It is also hard to recruit faculty that are focused on discipline specific teaching and research. There are multiple disincentives in higher education to interdisciplinary education. Excessive time is required to design and develop courses with other faculty. The faculty can sometimes lack the skills and education in collaboration, curriculum design and development, and team teaching. 


Integration of Emergency Management and Homeland Security
Keith Clement, Ph.D.
Planning Director
CSU Council for Emergency Management and Homeland Security (CEMHS)
Chair, University Undergraduate Curriculum Committee
Department of Criminology
California State University, Fresno
Fresno, CA

	Integration of these disciplines is inevitable. The question will be whether or not they integrate rapidly or slowly. The change could be incremental. Catastrophic events will serve as a catalyst for integrating Emergency Management and Homeland Security, sooner than later. Changes of the political leadership will have an effective on the integration of these two disciplines. The fiscal budget will drive the integration as well as it makes economic sense to integrate. 

	It is important to get practitioners and academics on the same page. They need to get together at the very beginning in order to build partnerships on the front end. Programs that combine theory with practice need to be built as well. Currently in the state of California, there is an integration of Emergency Management and Homeland Security. The program includes cyber security, homeland security, and emergency preparedness and should be in place by the fall of 2012. 
	
	The focus of the program is on technical education and starts at the K-12 level and goes through the graduate and doctoral levels. The next level of education in this area is at the Associate’s level. This would include a separate track in Emergency Management and a separate track in Homeland Security. There will be two outcomes at this level and they are to go out into the workforce after their training or to go on to additional education in these areas. It is important that every course the students take be transferrable to the next level. The Bachelor’s of Science degree will be an integration of Homeland Security and Emergency Management. The program is already under review at California State University Fresno. 
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