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In the event of a disaster, it is essential to inform the public of all the information they need to know.  This needs to happen in an accurate and timely fashion.  This allows those individuals and groups who are impacted by the disaster to make better decisions, which leads to less lives lost, as well as less property damage.  A primary tool that is often used to provide information is a press conference.  In this session, Mr. Fisher discussed the history of press conferences in public service, the role of press conferences in emergencies and suggested recommendations to emergency management officials for using them effectively.
History
A study performed by Burris (1989) developed to explore the changing relationships between the press and Presidents from President Johnson in 1963 to President Reagan in 1988.  Burris (1989) discovered the length of questions and statements made by reporters, and the length of presidential responses increased significantly.  Burris explained the conclusion may come from the result of the dishonestly of the Nixon presidency.  Reporters began to be less trustworthy of the Presidents in office and began asking more assertive questions.  These effects may also stem from the increasingly complex changing world.  A question asked by a reporter is more in depth with longer statements and the response by the president is much longer.
Function
There are four functions of the press conference discussed in the session:
1. Public officials use the press conference to provide information to the public so that they in turn can make decisions to protect themselves and their property.
2. Executives in private business use the press conference to protect the interest of their stakeholders (stockholders, employees, customers) and assure business continuity.
3. The media use the press conference to learn what happened and why it happened.
4. Understanding the patterns of questions (form) leads to greater comprehension of the purpose (function) of the press conference. (Fisher, 2012).



Form
Mr. Fisher explained what form is by using four main points:
1. Form is synonymous with structure.
2. Structure is defined as a pattern or observable uniformity in terms of the action or operation taking place.
3. In the social sciences, the focus of analysis has been on the structure of societies and other social systems or the structures (patterns) of actions in general.
4. Patterns become institutionalized as normative patterns develop.  When they become institutionalized conformity is expected, and failure to conform is sanctioned or met with indignation.  The structure becomes a requisite of the system. (Fisher 2012).
Form and function are important to understand when analyzing press conferences.  Knowing what the press conference is for and why specific questions are being asked will allow for a more efficient comprehension of what exactly is going on.  

Using the Press Conference Effectively
It is essential for emergency managers and public officials to develop relationships with the media.  The media can either be there to help you or be there to hurt you.  In order to ensure there will be an honest interpretation of your message, maintaining a positive relationship with media personnel is vital.  Allowing the media to be involved in the planning and training processes of your emergency preparations will make certain of accurate reporting, as well as positive output about your development.  It is difficult to reach as many people at one time like the media can.  Keeping them on your side and included in as much as possible will preserve strong and trustworthy relationship.
In the moment of crisis, the world wants to know as much as possible.  Scheduling regular press conferences will allow the press to consistently stay up-to-date, as well as inform the public of developments and vital information.  This will assist the public to be prepared for emergency situations that may be headed to their locations and relieving unknown concerns.  During a catastrophe, emergency personnel and first responders already have enough responsibility on their hands.  Having the media on their side to assist in relaying important information for them will help lessen tasks.
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