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The Present and Future Powerful Online Public Safety Curriculums

The future success of educating tomorrows Emergency Managers and Homeland Security students is exemplified by the fine distance learning program offered at Angelo State University.  As the discussion opened, the public safety attendees learned that their goal was to follow the lead offered by the officials of the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Classes at Angelo State University, http://www.angelo.edu/distance_education .  The factor that drives the success of the Emergency Management and Homeland Security curriculum at Angelo State University is the motivation of the program which is to produce educated critical thinking individuals equipped upon graduation with the competence to act accordingly under any type of pressure.  

The work of Public Safety practitioners is often unpredictable and/or dangerous which links to why Emergency Management and Homeland Security curriculums should include teaching the art of critical thinking.  Public safety students learn in an interactive online program designed to produce Disaster and Emergency Management professionals able to protect and save lives in emergencies.  

The Angelo State University is based out of San Angelo, TX, which is located on one of the busiest borders in the United States with criminal traffic.  Having examples helps to drive the importance of Emergency Management and Homeland Security higher education.  As the session progresses, the example of the captivating stories offered by the professors and students sends the message home that Public Safety can be taught successfully online, but only with the right mix of materials, ease of online availability, believable scenarios, and interactivity between students and the instructors.

Public Safety Education Must Be Critical Thinkers

 The Angelo State University Emergency Management and Homeland Security distance learning program exemplifies the need for unique approaches to educating tomorrow’s Disaster and Emergency Managers.  Initially, due to the fact that their students do not all live and work in their immediate community, an all inclusive online classroom atmosphere was designed.  Two basic questions stimulate the design of the program.  What shapes and motivates the program based on the needs of their Public Safety students.  Foremost each course is structured for any student no matter where they live or how limited their online availability is in being able to log in, http://www.angelo.edu/distance_education for their text books and entire classroom experience must be offered.  Educators from around the world are offered the successful example of Angelo State University’s all inclusive distance Public Safety program of educating tomorrow’s competent Disaster and Emergency Managers.  

Empirical research gathered from United States government documents and private sector research to back emergency and criminal activity, their exemplified goal is to stimulate critical thinking.  Through the art of designing classroom scenarios and open discussions based on open ended questions, the students are stimulated to engage in verbal and written forms to illustrate their ability to reason.  The engaging atmosphere is produced with the stimulation of questions based on empirical data and hypothesis that lead Public Safety students to creatively vision how they would react if that fictional critical incident became a part of their job.  This type of hypothesis testing teaches Public Safety students the much needed art of being able to explain, predict, and anticipate how they would efficiently and effectively afford success during even the most pressured situation.

Building a Successful Public Safety Distance Learning Program

The Emergency Management and/or Homeland Security undergraduate program should include some face to face mixed with online classroom learning.  The material for undergraduate and graduate Public Safety learners is acquired from both government and private sector sources.  Book learning is important, but has to be based on scenario and open ended questions that the students can relate their present life and possible future work life with.  This type of involved learning atmosphere engages thought processes acquired during an enjoyable learning experience.  If the learning process is made easily understand and engaging, the taught material becomes a part of the student’s life.

The finest Public Safety curriculums produce individuals able and willing to question everything.  These individuals should learn to think.  Thinking produces motivated individuals willing to take the risks that are often a part of an Emergency Manager’s daily job.  It also needs to be remembered that the daily responsibilities of most Emergency Manager’s includes writing proposals, grant writing, public speaking, networking, educating, being an advocate, and negotiations.  If an individual seeks a future of becoming successful in the Public Safety Industry, their education must encompass the principles of the Angelo State University Emergency Management and Homeland Security Program.

Angelo State University Exemplifies a Perfect Public Safety Distance Learning Program

Quality of the instructors, material, and online availability make the entire program a success.  There online classes are fully functional even if their student’s computers are not equipped to handle large files.  This recommended Public Safety distance learning procedure is in response to the fact that many students are stationed in remote areas throughout the world.  The format of each class is exactly the same from one class to the other.  The syllabus offers the expectations for each learner within the similarly formatted online classroom.  

Each class is not limited to individual reading materials, doing research, and writing papers.  Whether the Public Safety learner is expected to learn Federal Emergency Management procedure, Department of Defense intelligence, or Criminal Justice data; the classes are structured to offer interactive learning by way of open ended questions and discussion forums.  For further information do enter their site, http://www.angelo.edu/distance_education  The Angelo State University Emergency Management and Homeland Security program exemplifies the type of Public Safety educational curriculums needed to be established throughout the world.  Their goal is to help to produce future Public Safety practitioners that are exceptional writers, negotiators, advocates, critical thinkers, and problem-solvers able to calmly work in any situation.



